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The Composer
Frank Mantooth has over 165 published works for jazz combo and jazz ensemble. In
addition to his extensive print catalog, five of Frank’s albums have garnered a total 
of 11 Grammy nominations in both writing and playing categories. He has taught at
numerous summer jazz camps and has been an artist-in-residence at various universities
and high schools throughout the country. Recent writing commissions have come
from Doc Severinsen, Louie Bellson, Pete Christlieb, the Kansas City Symphony,
the Madison Symphony Orchestra, and the Airmen of Note.

In 1999, Frank received the Florence Crittenton Foundation’s Citizen of the Year
Award—previous recipients have been former Kansas Senator Nancy Kassenbaum-
Baker and former First Lady Barbara Bush—and the Homer Osborne award for 
outstanding contributions to jazz education. Frank is currently active as a pianist,
composer, arranger, clinician, and educator residing in Garden City, Kansas.

Performance Notes
After a lyrical flugelhorn and trombone chorale, measure 11 hits the listener with a
samba. The three-way cross-section unison swaps phrases with the full ensemble
until the solo section. Tenor 1 and piano have solo honors. The solo section should
build in volume and intensity behind each soloist. At measure 21, please note
the syncopation of the head in the soli part. At measure 137, notice the syncopation
in the full ensemble. In the 5th measure of the coda, the unexpected triplets between
the saxes and the rhythm section might warrant an advance look.
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commissioned by the Michigan Tech University Jazz Ensemble, Mike Irish, Director

LUCK OF THE IRISH
FRANK MANTOOTH

(ASCAP)

Approx. Performance Time = 6:32
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