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FRESCOS de BONAMPAK
(Octet No. 2)

By
LEROY OSMON

When Bonampak was constructed it was a site of average
or little importance; however, today it is one of the
most comprehensive collections of Mayan paintings
providing historians with vital information.
Discovered in 1946 it is situated on the edge ofithe
Lancandon Forest in Chiapas, Mexico. The paintings
consist of battle depictions, brutality and€ruelty, a
fertility dance (the music performed o tgumpets,
turtle shells and rattles), human saciifice, judgement
and torture of prisoners, the sovereign'*€haan-Muan,
constellations (including a cosmiC monster), and daily
life and dress.

The “Frescos de Bonampak” (Octet No, 2) was
commissioned by Mark\Morette (Mark Custom Recording
Service) for performanee by the Tennhessee Tech
University Tuba™Ensemble (R. Winston Morris, Director)
and premiered,in/Carnegie HallsNew*York, NY, January
2003. This,work'ean be perfofmed by any combination of
8 {or more) bass,Clefinstruments.

This work is dedicatedo my wife Cay Smith Osmon and
my dear Yucatécdn(some being Mayan) friends:
Pesiderio Caamal,\David Torres, Ronnie Beth Bush and
Daniel Ninburg.

The Frescos De Bonampak (Octet No. 2) is recorded on
Mark Custom Recording “Carnegie VI” by the Tennessee
Tech Tuba Ensemble, R. Winston Morris conducting. The
recording received a 2004 Grammy Nomination for Best
Classical Performance by a Small Ensemble.

Mark Custom Recording Service, Inc. CD # 4769-MCD
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In Tempo
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