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OF A DISTANT STAR
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The flames of friendship
once kindled and nurtured
flicker in the winds of death
yet burn on
undaunted by time and space
shining through the night
as the light
of a distant star
author — Ed Huckeby

PROGRAM NOTES
Of A DISTANT STAR is a joyous celebration of life and
everlasting friendship. Five distinct sections are
represented in this work, reflecting the mood of the poem
upon which it is based. The first section (m.1 to m.40) is
dynamic and spirited, indicative of the true spirit of life and
friendship. The abrupt change in tempo at the fermata
(m.40) represents death, followed by a brief period of
dissonance (mourning) from m.41 to m.44. This
dissonance is resolved in the beautiful melodic section
(beginning at m.45) which is representive of a period of
reflection (memories of good times past). The final section
(beginning at m.94) is symbolic of the jubilation which is
derived from the hope of a future to come.

One of the most marvelous exhibitions of the human spirit
is the ability, in time, to overcome the sorrow and mourning
brought on by the death of a friend or loved one. A jubilant
and triumphant mood is portrayed throughout the work to
reflect the symbolic flame of radiant hope “ shining through
the night as the light OF A DISTANT STAR.”

THE COMPOSER

Ed Huckeby currently serves as an

Associate Professor of Music and

Music Department Chairman at

Northwestern State University in

Alva, Oklahoma. Prior to his

appointment at Northwestern in

1976, he spent eight years teaching

instrumental music in the public

schools of Oklahoma. His first

teaching assignment took him back

to his small hometown of Allen,

Oklahoma. He then spent six years

in eastern Oklahoma as director of
bands at Poteau High School, where his marching, concert
and jazz bands won state and regional acclaim. Huckeby’s
ability to write interesting and accessible instrumental
works can be attributed to his varied experience at all
levels of instrumental music. His success led him to a
larger high school in Poteau and eventually into the college
teaching ranks where he is internationally recognized as
an outstanding music educator and composer.

Ed holds a B.A.Ed in music from East Central University in
Ada, Oklahoma, an M.Mu.Ed from the University of
Oklahoma, and an Ed.D. in Administration from Oklahoma
State University. He has written music education articles
for The Instrumentalist, The American Music Teacher, and
The Journal of the International Horn Society. He is a
member of Music Educators National Conference,
Oklahoma Music Educators Association, Oklahoma
Bandmasters Association, A.S.C.A.P., Phi Mu Alpha
Sinfonia, and Phi Beta Mu, where he serves as a member
of the national board of directors and state chapter
president. He has been selected as an “Outstanding
Young Man in America” and is listed in the “International
Who’'s Who in Music”.

Ed, his wife, Latricia, and their two daughters, Angela and
Amanda, make their home in Alva, Oklahoma where, in
addition to his duties as a university professor and
administrator, he serves as church organist.
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