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Program Notes

INTO THE RAGING RIVER is a programmatic tone poem for
symphonic band. The piece was inspired by a whitewater
rafting trip on the Gauley River in the mountains of southern
West Virginia.

The opening of the composition, (m. 1-25), depicts the sunrise
as we watch from the bank of the river. Dawn breaks with a
single ray of light that grows with intensity until the entire gorge
is bathed in the glorious morning sun. The next section, (m.
26-86), underscores our entry into the river as we launch our
raft and begin to run the rapids. This section is full of
anticipation, excitement and sheer ecstasy. After several thrills
and spills on the whitewater, we come across a resting place
(m. 87-144). Here the water is calm and we have a chance to
take in all of the beauty of the fall foliage and the rock
formations surrounding us. The serenity is soon interrupted by
the gurgling sounds of the river as we approach more rapids
(m. 145-184). This time we have to battle the river as it brutally
tosses us around. Our adrenaline surges as we approach our
final obstacle, a thirteen foot, class IV waterfall. The finale of
the piece, (m. 185-213), portrays our exhilaration as we
heroically plunge over Sweets Falls, thus ending our journey
on the raging river.

Steven Reineke

Conductor note: At m. 199 the snare drum and the antiphonal field
drum should be played on opposite sides of the stage behind the band.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Born in 1970 and raised in Tipp
City, Ohio, Steven Reineke focused
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learning to play the trumpet. At age
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1995 as the Music Assistant and Principal Arranger/Composer.
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Steven Reineke made his debut with the National Symphony
Orchestra when he shared the podium with his mentor,
renowned Pops conductor, Maestro Erich Kunzel, at the
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Mr. Reineke also contributes compositions to educational
music programs and is a guest conductor and clinician with
numerous high school and junior high school bands.

As a resident of Cincinnati, Steve enjoys participating in the
city’s many Germanic music groups, recalling his own
German heritage and indulging his love of outdoor sports,
including skiing, hiking, boating, and golf.
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