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Program Notes

American Hymn Tune Sketches was commissioned by First and Calvary Presbyterian Church

in Springfield, Missouri in honor of Patricia A. Pennel, who served as organist there for many

years, and it was premiered by the University/Community band of Missouri State University

under the direction of Ron Brammer. This composition makes use of two early American

hymn tunes, How Firm a Foundation and Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, to weave an

exciting tapestry for the band. Complete versions of both tunes along with fragments from

each are used to propel the music toward an exuberant moment during which the two

melodies appear together in combination toward the end. %

About the Composer

John Prescott is a Professor of Music at Missouri State University where he teaches thedt O
composition, and commercial music. His works are published by Alfred Publications, \

Publications, Eighth-Note Press, the International Trombo tion Press, JP &
, and Wingerit-J,
, orches@O , solo

Publications, Tezak Publications, TRN Publications, Warner Bro

Publications (J. W. Pepper). His compositions include w ofba c

and chamber works, and multi-media pieces, and performed t% 1 th
nationally and internationally. %

Dr. Prescott holds degrees in music theory and com ion from F@te University and
from the University of Kansas where he studied composition with J zdro and James
Barnes. Dr. Prescott has been a membe merican t mposers, Authors, and
Publishers (ASCAP) since 1988, an a recipien ASCAP Standard Award
every year since 1989. He is also {@r of the Music ators National Conference.
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Organist at First and Calvary Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri
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