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Program Notes 
 
Bright Shining As the Sun was commissioned by the Poplar Bluff, Missouri Sho-Me High School 
Band in honor of Kyle Dicken who passed away in a house fire on January 8, 2012.  Kyle 
perished in the fire while trying to save his younger brother.  As a member of the Sho-Me Band, 
Kyle played the tuba and trombone. He was a dedicated member of the Poplar Bluff Wind 
Ensemble, Studio Jazz Band, and Sho-Me Marching Band. Kyle will be remembered for his love 
of music and for being an important part of the band program. He will be most remembered for 
his smile. Kyle’s sense of humor was contagious - he had a way of making those around him 
laugh even in the most stressful of moments.   
 
The hymn tune Amazing Grace is used throughout the work, both as a motive during the fast 
sections and in its entirety during the slow middle section.  This tune was played by members of 
the Poplar Bluff Band at Kyle's memorial service.  The title of the work comes from the last 
verse: 
 
When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise, 
Than when we first begun. 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
John Prescott is a Professor of Music at Missouri State University, where he teaches theory, 
composition, and commercial music. His compositions include works for band, orchestra, 
chorus, solo, and chamber ensembles, as well as multi-media pieces, and have been performed 
nationally and internationally. Dr. Prescott holds degrees in music theory and composition from 
Florida State University and from the University of Kansas, where he studied composition with 
John Pozdro and James Barnes.  
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