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Program Notes

Shock Wave is a high energy piece, driven by a constant sense of propulsion and

rippling waves of motion. The initial shock wave is provided by the percussion

section, which leads to a tension filled section, using multiple layers of sound

scattered throughout the ensemble. This tension ultimately finds its release with a

large impact with the entire band at rehearsal letter H. An agitated melody is then
passed from the woodwinds to the trumpets at letter J, which leads to another

explosion of sound at letter L. A new section unfolds at rehearsal letter O, with new
layers of sound and rhythm in the brass and woodwind sections. Each new entrance

Is accompanied by a solo percussion instrument, which builds to a frenzied, swirling %
conclusion to this middle section. The tempo suddenly becomes faster, building

layer upon layer of musical pressure until the final resolution of the composition. TQ
percussion section gets the last word, providing one final “aftershock” at the e

the piece. 6
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