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Program Notes 

Celebration Overture is a work meant to reflect a celebration of life and all of 
the wonderful and positive events we are lucky enough to experience.  The 
piece begins with a majestic brass fanfare that leads to the initial melodic 
statement in the horns and alto saxophones.  The trumpets soon take over the 
next statement, followed by the upper woodwinds with a new, lyrical idea that 
eventually leads to a short brass chorale, and back to the original melodic 
statement by the low brass.  The piece then transitions with small fragments of 
the theme in the horns and slows down to the lyrical section of the work, 
beginning with a solo oboe, bassoon, and bass clarinet trio.  The full band re-
states the lyrical theme, followed by a somewhat pensive version in the flutes 
and clarinets.  It then builds to one last climatic statement of the lyrical theme 
by the full band before returning to the Allegro Brillante tempo from the 
beginning.  Various fragments of the initial melodic statement are presented 
again, building to a final statement of the original melody in the low brass, and 
a triumphant fanfare bringing the work to a dramatic conclusion.  I hope that 
you playing this piece. 

 

About the Composer 

Darren Jenkins is a native of Topeka, Kansas. He is a graduate of Washburn 
University and the University of Kansas, where he studied composition with 
James Barnes. An award-winning composer, his works have been performed 
and recorded by various groups across the country, as well as internationally. 
He has written successfully for virtually every area of instrumental music. In 
addition to his work as a composer/arranger, Jenkins also enjoys a successful 
career as a music educator.  
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