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Program Notes

The Exultant Heart is a piece about the joy that true love brings to one’s life. The
main theme of the piece contains melodic material from two of classical music’s
greatest love themes: the melody of Schumann’s song “Widmung”, which is a
testament of love to Clara Wieck who was to become his wife, and the recurring
theme which represents the woman of the composer’s affections in Hector Belioz’
Symphonie Fantastique. The middle section is a lively dance which alludes to a rustic
wedding dance complete with drum and tambourine. After a climax, the first theme
returns in a choral-like setting, while the dance rhythm continues over it. The music
gradually settles down to return to the mood of the opening of the piece while
chimes improvise like church bells fading in the distance. The Exultant Heart was Q
commissioned by Demosthenes Dimitrakoulakos for the Symphonic Band ofth
International School of Luxembourg as an anniversary gift for his wife, Ma%

Giannakopoulou-Dimitrakoulakou. $ i
Q ’\0

Jess Turner was born in 1983 into a musical f e bega@ ical training at

About the Composer

the age of 7 with piano lessons. At the agé ng trumpet. Jess

of 9, Jess begamMst
later shifted his main musical focus to mpet, goin earn a bachelor’'s degree
as well as a master’'s degree in trumpft orman m Jones University. Jess

first began showing an intere?in poSsition in hi rly high school years.
Throughout his undergrad and e ate years, Jess ked on various composition
projects in his spare time, seve f which hav. n national composition awards.
These awards include 1st pl the MTNA Artist Composition Award,

finalist in the NATS Art S@Co position , the John Ness Beck Award for
choral composition, finalist for the ASC N Gould Young Composer Awards,
the Walter Beeler, orial Prize, and4dhe rrill-Jones award for best composition
for young bands 4@ is regularly c ioned by prominent ensembles and

performers across

e country.
Jess’ teachers have included Dwij Gustafson, Dan Forrest, Kenneth Steen, Robert
Carl, Don Freund, Sven- id£a strom, and Aaron Travers. In addition, Jess has
participated in master cla ith prominent American composers such as Michael
Colgrass, William Bolce oseph Schwantner, Dan Welcher, and Libby Larsen. Jess

Is currently pursuing music composition from Indiana University in
Bloomington, Indj ere he resides with his wife and two children.
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Freely improvise,on thé,given notes (should give the effect of far-off church bells)
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