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Program Notes 
 
The medieval plainchant melody Divinum Mysterium is used as the source material 
for this piece as its melodic elements are constantly varied throughout.  Beginning in 
a slow, stately tempo as it might have been heard in a cathedral in the middle ages, 
the initial setting ultimately gives way to fast, driving rhythms which support more 
and more variations on the tune.  The arch-like form of the plainchant’s final phrase is 
mirrored in the brasses three times within the piece, the most dramatic of which 
occurs near the end as Ancient Hymn Tune Variants reaches its exciting and 
triumphant conclusion. 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
John Prescott is a Professor of Music at Missouri State University, where he teaches 
theory, composition, and commercial music. His compositions include works for 
band, orchestra, chorus, solo, and chamber ensembles, as well as multi-media pieces, 
and have been performed nationally and internationally. Dr. Prescott holds degrees 
in music theory and composition from Florida State University and from the 
University of Kansas, where he studied composition with John Pozdro and James 
Barnes.  
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Time ca. 5:15

Grade 4

For the Maranatha Christian Academy Band, Steve Gordon, Director
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