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Program Notes

The Valley of Darkness . .. eerie ... overgrown ... unchartered ... an echo of
an era longtime past.

The music depicts an expedition of adventurers into a heretofore-unnoticed
valley in an unsettled land. Several imaginary scenes are portrayed and there is
a universal sense of dread and foreboding that permeates the work.

The journey begins with the dark and impending entrance into the mouth of an
undiscovered canyon, opening immediately into a landscape of distinct
enchantment. The third interlude captures the spirit of voyaging down a
secluded river, replete with torrential rapids, massive boulders, moss-covered
branches, and perilous whirlpools. The fourth episode takes place back on's
ground and the wayfarers develop an uncomfortable sense of being obsér @
in the course of their travels. The fifth scene transpires en a quiet, undi &

lake. The mournful strains of a somber song are hear, ifting over w K
glistening with reflections of storm clouds upon th ed depth inal
episode is prefaced through the use of emphati spon

statements. SC)

The native occupants of the valley had Io detect ° o o ence of
humans trespassing upon their land, and a near the f their sojourn,
the speed and urgency of their path h qwckened & through the
narrow crevice at the end of the val W see |b and within their
reach. The inhabitants of the Va arknes@ rwise .

About the Composer

Barry E. Kopetz is D|r f Bands at @apltal University Conservatory of
Music in Columbus e condu ymphonic Winds, Wind
Symphony a er Winds an@\es classes in conducting. He
previously ta at the Univer tah, the University of Minnesota,

Bowling Green“State Univer ) and in the public schools of South
Carolina and Ohid.
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