
Concert Band Series • Grade 4

3016822

The Valley of Darkness
Barry E. Kopetz

Extra Part - P3016821

1 Full Score

1 Piccolo

4 Flute 1

4 Flute 2

2 Oboe

2 Bassoon

2 Clarinet 1

3 Clarinet 2

3 Clarinet 3

2 Bass Clarinet

2 Alto Saxophone 1

2 Alto Saxophone 2
 
2 Tenor Sax

1 Baritone Sax

2 Trumpet 1

3 Trumpet 2

3 Trumpet 3

2 F Horn 1

2 F Horn 2

3 Trombone 1

3 Trombone 2

1 Trombone 3

2 Baritone B.C.

1 Baritone T.C.

5 Tuba

1 String Bass 

1 Harp

1  Timpani

4  Percussion 1:  Snare 
    Drum, Bass Drum, 
    Wood Block

4  Percussion 2:  Crash
    Cymbals, Suspended
    Cymbal, Triangle, 
    Tambourine, Tam-tam

2  Percussion 3:  
    4 Concert Toms, 
    2 Bongos  
   
3  Mallets 1:  Bells,
    Chimes (shared with 
    Mlts. 2), Xylophone
    (shared with Mlts. 2)

3  Mallets 2:  
    Vibraphone, Chimes
    (shared with Mlts. 1), 
    Xylophone (shared
    with Mlts. 1)Prev

iew
 O

nly
 

W
ing

ert
-Jo

ne
s P

ub
lic

ati
on

s



Program Notes 
 
The Valley of Darkness . . . eerie . . . overgrown . . . unchartered . . . an echo of 
an era longtime past.  
 
The music depicts an expedition of adventurers into a heretofore-unnoticed 
valley in an unsettled land. Several imaginary scenes are portrayed and there is 
a universal sense of dread and foreboding that permeates the work. 
 
The journey begins with the dark and impending entrance into the mouth of an 
undiscovered canyon, opening immediately into a landscape of distinct 
enchantment. The third interlude captures the spirit of voyaging down a 
secluded river, replete with torrential rapids, massive boulders, moss-covered 
branches, and perilous whirlpools. The fourth episode takes place back on solid 
ground and the wayfarers develop an uncomfortable sense of being observed 
in the course of their travels. The fifth scene transpires on a quiet, undisturbed 
lake. The mournful strains of a somber song are heard drifting over water 
glistening with reflections of storm clouds upon the darkened depths. The final 
episode is prefaced through the use of emphatic call and response chord 
statements. 
 
The native occupants of the valley had long ago detected the presence of 
humans trespassing upon their land, and as they near the end of their sojourn, 
the speed and urgency of their path has quickened. To escape through the 
narrow crevice at the end of the valley now seems plausible and within their 
reach. The inhabitants of the Valley of Darkness think otherwise . . . 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
Barry E. Kopetz is Director of Bands at the Capital University Conservatory of 
Music in Columbus, Ohio.  He conducts the Symphonic Winds, Wind 
Symphony and Chamber Winds and teaches classes in conducting.  He 
previously taught at the University of Utah, the University of Minnesota, 
Bowling Green State University (Ohio) and in the public schools of South 
Carolina and Ohio. 
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