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Program Notes

According to the Sousa scholar, Paul Bierley, Sousa often remarked that the old Scottish
ballad "Annie Laurie” was the most beautiful of all folk songs. In 1883 he wrote the march
“Bonnie Annie Laurie” based on this favored folk song.

In 1880 John Philip Sousa had become the fourteenth leader of the United States Marine

Band. He was the first of the band’s leaders to be born in America. Upon becoming the

Marine Band’s director he began immediately to improve the quality of the band, and the

quality of their concerts. He was able to bring in a number of young talented performers,

and he wrote a number of new marches and transcriptions to improve the band’s literature.

This march was undoubtedly one of the new marches that Sousa composed for the Marine

Band during this period. Sousa served under five different United States presidents, and 'tQ

was while Chester A. Arthur was president that this march was written.
0\‘ >

Performance Notes x

It is customary to not play repeats on the D.C.. For the D: ck to the be nd
take all second endings, and stop at the Fine sign before th

Style: As with every march, the style is a separa tvile. [Pitis no s hould be
separated.

Dynamic Contrast: Dynamic contrast is a hall fevery go rc performance
Make a clear distinction between the softer places and the stron amics. This is best

accomplished by playing the soft passage

About the Composer

and he quickly set about enlar improving nd’s repertoire and library. He

John Philip Sousa became the f eader of United States Marine Band in 1880,
added some of his own tra %s and in 1 e ed six new marches he had written.
One of them was the * Wol% March, whic

“Respectfully dedicated to His
Excellency Hon. David , Governo
the U.S. Marine Ba ception given
on March 2, 1881,

gan and Staff”. It was first performed by
Michigan State Association in Washington

It was first published the publish y Coleman, in Philadelphia in 1885. It was later
published by J. W. Pepper, also m Philadelphia, in 1895. It is from the J. W. Pepper edition
that this new modern edrtl made.

Note: In 1926 Sousa wro r march which he called The Pride of the Wolverines.
Although their titles a these are distinctly separate marches, and should not be
confused with each_o

Information from Philip Sousa, American Phenomenon”, and “The Complete Works of

John Philig S BV Paul Bierley, pub. Integrity Press, Columbus, Ohio.
Abo Arranger
Rob . Foster is on the music faculty of the University of Kansas, where he served as

Director of Bands from 1971 to 2002. An active composer and arranger, he has written
successful publications for groups at all levels. He is Past-President of the American
Bandmasters Association and the National Band Association, and he serves as President and
CEO of the John Philip Sousa Foundation.
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