By James S. Hall

Careful “Careful” - Explored
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The joke 1 always make about this piece is that it’s called “Careful” because it’s a I6-bar blues and that, if you're not

d =76 Even 8th note feeling : careful, it becomes a 12-bar blues. Actually, the first 3 notes suggested the words “Be Careful” to me:
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“Be Care-ful...” but I never finished the lyric, or any other lyric, for that matter. I sometimes wonder whether

Beethoven had a lyric in mind for his Fifth Symphony; maybe something light, like:

D7
A -
Pt~ : > X e S i . . = =
1Y | Vo T “,'\ T s |
(;t) :ﬁ.'i_'" H; = L 4 ] N ) \;j-’ ] i gl J == :.‘E s J ‘= ‘I o}'
"Don’t make me laugh Ha - ha - ha -  hal"

Of course it would have been in German, but why not? Anyway, “Careful” was written in 1958 as a Thelonius Menk-
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type blues for the quartet led by my then employer and still good friend, Jim Giuffre, who played it on tenor

saxophone. Since then, I have recorded it with Gary Burton and George Shearing. It has evolved into an even-8th-
note {as opposed to loose-triplety-8th note), middle-eastern sounding piece. [ refer to it as a “Greek blues.” Years
A7 ago, there was a 16-bar blues called “Soft Winds,”* which was recorded by the Art Tatum/Tiny Grimes/Slam Stewart
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% i - ’ — - i e —— Trio among others. It was my harmonic model for “Careful.
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The “Be Careful” motive is scattered about through the tune like this. This is denoted by the use of al ).
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