GRADE LEVEL: 3 (MEDIUM)

Echoes of Eight

By Stanley leonard

Performance Notes

Echoes of Eight is based on some of the rhythmic timpani passages from Beethoven’s “Symphony

No. 8.” Before practicing and performing Echoes of Eight, the timpanist should listen to and study

a score of this symphony. Beethoven'’s unique use of octaves in the timpani part is a particular
focus of this solo. Echoes of Eight expands this compositional technique into contemporary

musical language for the timpani. Fairly hard timpani sticks should be used to perform the piece.
Sticking patterns are left to the discretion of the performer. Cross-sticking, instead of doubling or

shifting, can be employed in many of the passages, and will provide a more dramatic presentation.
The tuning strategy presented below will enable the use of cross-sticking during the final

measures of the solo. The final F should be played on the largest drum rather than the 29" drum.
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