KENDOR PRESENTS

duration 330 anton andscape arranged by Albert Wang

FULL SCORE

Traditional Cantonese music is a special folk music that started at the end of Qing Dynasty (1644-1912) in
south China's Canton province. It is based on Yueju (traditional Cantonese opera), ancient music, folk songs,
and even some Western music. Cantonese music is usually played by 3-7 people, similar to Western chamber
ensemble music. No matter how many people perform it, traditional Cantonese music consists of a singular
melody without harmony or counterpoint, perhaps in keeping with the ancient Chinese philosophy that simpler is
better.

The traditional instruments most often used in performing this music are gaohu (bowed, with two strings),
houguan (oboe-like), erhu (Chinese violin), yangqin (hammered dulcimer), dizi (Chinese transverse flute), and
pipa (Chinese lute). Sometimes violin is used instead of gaohu and saxophone in place of houguan.

Cantonese music has widely influenced the cultures of China and Southeast Asia. Canton Landscape is based
on ancient music from the Tang (618-907) and Song (960-1126) dynasties . It portrays wild geese playing in
beautiful marshes and flying in blue skies. The ancient poets often wrote about wild geese, believing they
represented peace and freedom.
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