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Scott Joplin

This is one of the most recognizable melodies of all time. The “King of Ragtime” was Scott Joplin (1868
-1917), an African-American composer/pianist who elevated the style to a serious art form. Born into a 
musical family in Arkansas, he taught himself to play the piano. He wrote many rags including The Easy 
Winners, The Entertainer and Leola.

 The Entertainer has been arranged here for 2 trumpets and piano and this new sound adds even more 
excitement to the original. The piano part remains in the original key and trumpets play the famous melodic 
lines above the steady bass. The trumpets and piano alternate melodic sections. Sometimes the piano plays 
alone and sometimes the trumpets play the melody with the piano adding newly composed, stylistically 
accurate counter melodies. The lighter, more conical sound of the cornet may create a more desirable blend 
with piano.
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