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THE WORK:  Scherzo Diabolique is a diabolical display of notes and rhythms designed to showcase the technical 
skills of the trio who performs it.  It is a relentless foray into a facile-fingered fold.  While initially sounding sinister, it
takes on a light-hearted respite during the oasis that is the relative major.  Not to be outdone, the diabolical nature 
returns with a vengeance to send this piece to its furious conclusion.  The piece is dedicated to Mary Kay Godfrey, who
provided the materials  necessary to complete this composition.

 PERFORMANCE TIPS:  Light tonguing should be emphasized so as not to allow the tempo to become heavy and 
burdensome.  Do not allow this piece to bog down in its own technical demands.  “Walk before you run,” is a good rule
to live by when learning this piece.  Start slowly, maintaining rhythmic accuracy, and as you become more familiar and
comfortable with the fingers and where the notes fall, gradually increase the tempo to the specified marking. 
Performers should know how each part fits and when to play the supportive role versus the lead.

This work is part of a growing series of original pieces by this talented composer. Many of these titles
are already found on contest lists throughout the country.

These like-instrument ensemble works are designed to be performed by junior high and high school level musicians. 
They are ideal for use in festivals and competitions as well as in concerts, church services and other special events. All
pieces are melodically and rhythmically creative with all parts being interesting and suitable in difficulty. (Easy-
Medium, Medium)

Besides their use as like-instrument pieces, they are all interchangeable and will work with any combination of the 
brass or woodwind instruments (flute, clarinet, saxophone, horn, trumpet, trombone and tuba). This means that any 
non-standard combinations of instruments will have access to these terrific works.

Other titles in this series:
Elegy, Scherzo Diabolique, Novelette, Danse a la Gigue, Modern Day Madrigal, Rondeau Gracieuse, Moments 
Majestique and Musical Tag.
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