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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

El Abrazo was written in memory of an amazing young man from Gahanna, Ohio named Shane
those rare people who was loved and appreciated by everyone who knew him. He was an acco
was known for his friendly smile and his large hugs! Unfortunately, Shane passed away due to a h
his senior year in high school. The musical pulse and the beginning and end of this piece represent Shar
music that follows reflects his love for life. Special thanks to Kelly Shellhammer, Shane’s band director, for commis

Before playing this piece, please listen to the recording that my big band (Alan Bayloc stra, Prime Ti@leased a
few years ago. It's on Alfred’s website (alfred.com/downloads) and is also on You es, and r outlets.
Everything should be played very smoothly and musically during the in Zgin at the end

in mm. 199-end. The piano pedal should remain down from mm. 1

jon i -31, 3nd$9
en again from n\ -208. Otherwise,

standard jazz and Latin phrasing and articulations should plied. 2 ar attentiop toithe staccato because the
tendency will be to play that articulation too long—keep it tig on the drum 0 execute the transitions
between the swing and Latin feels (and vice versa) seamlessly, an ourse, make sure po stays the same! For the
greatest effect, be sure all of the dynamics both large an ill'm

gerated a® ake your band sound mature
and polished.

The first dynamic peak occurs in mm. 107-111, so make s
too loud. Similarly, the ultimate peak occurs

melodic passages that begin in mm. 40, 68, and 80 aren’t

6-198. Q
Once again, thanks for purchasing and.per g EfAbrazo. It's e very near and dear to my heart.

R -
>

oD
v

G

06

Baylock

Alan Baylock is quickly becoming recognized as
one of the most creative young voices in the music
business today. He is in demand as a composer,
arranger, conductor, producer, instrumentalist,
educator, and is the leader of the Alan Baylock
Jazz Orchestra. He is the chief arranger for the
renowned USAF Airmen of Note and “Jazz Composer
in Residence” at Shenandoah University.

Baylock’s music has been performed and/or recorded
by jazz greats Freddie Hubbard, Michael Brecker,
Joe Lovano, Paquito D'Rivera, Maynard Ferguson,
Phil Woods, David Liebman, Arturo Sandoval, Kurt
Rosenwinkel, Kenny Werner, Nicholas Payton,
Nnenna Freelon, Tiemey Sutton, Kurt Elling, and
many more. His eclectic talents have also led him to
writing music for Roy Clark, Clint Black, Wynonna, Al
Jarreau, Chaka Khan, Patti LaBelle, Spyro Gyra, Ronan
Tynan, and symphony orchestras here and abroad.

Baylock's mastery of the art of jazz arranging and
composition expresses itself in  his incomparable
technique, virtuosity, and an unquenchable desire
to challenge and surprise. Along with explosive
energy, ingenious reharmonizations, and imaginative
melodic, tonal, and rhythmic expressions, Alan’s
creations beam with a sense of joy and soulfulness,
and are a glimpse into the depth of the human spirit.
An inspiring educator, Alan is reqularly featured as
quest artist, clinician, and adjudicator at jazz festivals,
universities, and high schools across the country. Many
of his compositions/arrangements are published by
Alfred Music.



By Alan Baylock

EL ABRAZO

As Performed by the Alan Baylock Jazz Orchestra
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