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THE BARNHOUSE

Classics For Concert Band Series
This new series of transcriptions of standard musical classics represents
an attempt to make available to wind groups, at all levels of performance,
some of the most enduring music of all time in versions that are specifical-
ly conceived as being not just good music, but also good wind music as
well.

Especially with arrangements, but also even with note-for-note transcrip-
tions from one medium to another, the responsibility of the re-composer
(for that is what the arranger or transcriber really is) to the original com-
poser and his work is the foundation on which a successful such derivative
work must rest. The feeling on the part of the listener that what is being
heard is actually the original version (or could be the original version) of the
work, is the measure of the arranger/transcriber's success, both from the
technical and artistic points of view. It is the goal which we seek to attain
for each work selected for inclusion in this series.

ALFRED REED

INSTRUMENTATION
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Rehearsal Suggestions

Lightness and delicacy of articulation, as always with this type of music,
combined with a proper choice of tempo permitting each and every player
to perform the part clearly and distinctly at all times, will greatly enhance
the effect of this Straussian bit of musical humor and sound effects ... to the
delight of players and audiences alike.

It may perhaps add a bit of showmanship to the performance to have two
“soloists,” the Bass Drum (representing the thunder) and the Cymbals (rep-
resenting the lightning) step to the front of the group with their instruments,
just as any other soloist would, and thereby let these players also have
their own moments in the spotlight.

The Cymbals should be the lighter weight concert instruments, producing
a more brilliant “crash,” with a greater fadeaway so as to heighten the illu-
sion of a sizzling lightning stroke each time they enter.

Program Notes

The Strauss dynasty (there is really no other word for it) has now lasted over
150 years, in Vienna and throughout the world, bringing forth in this illustri-
ous and continuing family, a long line of composers, conductors and per-
formers whose efforts have delighted and entranced at least six generations
of musicians, music lovers, dancers, and audiences on every continent in
the civilized (and even uncivilized!) world.

Although the several composers during this time wrote in various musical
forms and styles, it is their dance music more than anything else that has
made the name Strauss a household word, and almost a synonym for music
itself. And of these, none was more illustrious, successful, beloved and
adored by the public than Johann Strauss, Jr., the “Waltz King” as he became
to be known. But it was not only in his waltzes that his inimitable style cre-
ated such masterpieces of lilting, danceable music that still command atten-
tion and admiration, it was also in such other forms as the polkas, schnell-
polkas (what we might call “quickstep polkas” today) quadrilles, promenades,
etc., that his melodic genius and instinctive style and grace common to his
own time created such delightful little gems as the THUNDER AND LIGHT-
NING POLKA and many similar smaller works.

The musical “sound effects” of thunder (represented by the Bass Drum, here
used as a solo instrument) and lightning (represented by repeated Cymbal
crashes) undoubtedly served to enliven the music and, in turn, the dancers,
but ultimately it is in those gracious, delightfully charming melodies, so sim-
ple and seemingly obvious in themselves, that the continuing fascination of
the world for over a century now with the works of the Strauss dynasty has
resided...and will continue doing so seemingly for all time!

ALFRED REED

The Arranger

Composer, arranger, conductor and editor,
Alfred Reed’s life was intertwined with music
almost from birth in New York City on
January 25th, 1921. His parents loved good
music and made it part of their daily lives; as
a result he was well acquainted with most of
the standard symphonic and operatic reper-
toire while Mr. Reed was still in elementary
school.

Beginning formal music training at the age of
ten as a trumpet player, he was already play-
ing professionally while still in high school,
and shortly thereafter began the serious
study of harmony and counterpoint as a pre-
lude to composition, which had come to exercise a stronger hold on his
interest and ambition than playing. After three years at the Radio Workshop
in New York, he spent the next three in service during World War |l, where,
as a member of an Air Force Band, he became deeply interested in the
concert band and its music. Following his release, he enrolled at the
Juilliard School of Music to study under Vittorio Giannini, and from there,
in 1948, became a staff composer and arranger with NBC and subse-
quently, with ABC, where he wrote and arranged music for radio, television,
record albums and films.

In 1953, Alfred Reed resumed his academic work (which had been inter-
rupted by his leaving Juilliard for NBC) and became conductor of the Baylor
Symphony Orchestra while at Baylor University in Texas. His Masters thesis
was the RHAPSODY FOR VIOLA AND ORCHESTRA, which was to win the
Luria Prize. Two years later, in 1955, he accepted the post of editor in a
major music publishing firm, and for the next 11 years became deeply con-
cerned with the problems of educational music at all levels of performance.
In 1966 he left this position to join the faculty of the School of Music at the
University of Miami, where he developed the first four-year Music Industry
program, and in 1980, following the retirement of his old friend and col-
league, Dr. Frederick Fennell, was appointed music director and conductor
of the University of Miami Symphonic Wind Ensemble.

With over 200 published works in all media, many of which have been on
required performance lists for over 25 years, Dr. Reed is one of the nation’s
most prolific and frequently performed composers. In addition to winning
the Luria Prize in 1959, he has been awarded over 60 commissions. . . with
more on the way! His work as a guest conductor has taken him to 49
states, Canada, Mexico, Europe, Japan, Australia and South America. He
was the first “foreign” conductor to be invited to conduct and record with the
world famous Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra, and is today the most fre-
quently performed foreign composer in Japan.

Dr. Reed left New York for Miami, Florida, in 1960, where he has made his
home ever since.
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Schnellpolke by Johann Strauss, Op. 324
Adapted and Arranged by Alfred Reed
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