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Alex Lithgow

Born In Glasgow, Scotland in 1870, Alex Lithgow moved with his family to Invercargill, New Zealand at the
age of six. Young Lithgow began study of the cornet at nine, and the violin at eleven. At that time he
became a member of the Invercargill Garrison Band. Lithgow’s skills developed rapidly and he became
quite an accomplished cornet soloist, winning several significant contests. At age twenty-four he was
appointed the bandmaster of the St. Joseph’s Band of Launceston, Tasmania; launching a distinguished
career as band leader and composer for numerous ensembles in Australia and New Zealand. While he
composed for orchestra, piano, and voice, Lithgow is best known as the composer of over fifty marches for
band, many of which are well known worldwide.

Lithgow and his music were the victims of lax copyright laws in the British Empire and he received little or
no compensation for domestic editions of his marches. Consequently, he was forced to take work as a
printer for an Australian newspaper where he suffered from an overly strenuous workload and died in 1929.

Andrew Glover - The Arranger

A St. Louis native, Andrew Glover is an enthusiast of the classic American concert
band. He received his Bachelor of Music Education degree from Central Methodist
College and did graduate work at Southeast Missouri State University. He has been
active as a composet, arranger, educator, clinician, conductor, soloist and band his-
torian. For several years Glover was a member and librarian with the Detroit Concert
Band, conducted by Leonard B. Smith. Presently he is Director of Bands at Rosary
High School in St. Louis.

Program Notes

Composed in 1909, the “Invercargill March” was written for a special contest featuring the invercargill
Garrison Band, which was conducted at that time by Lithgow’s brother Tom. Not having adequate time to
compose a new march for the desired premiere, Alex Lithgow “borrowed” a march he had recently written,
which had been curiously rejected by an Australian publisher. The “Invercargill March” became a great suc-
cess, especially after it was published in America four years later.

“Invercargill March” is a particularly melodic march, characterized by a stately quality which is typical of
music from the British Empire. In a worldwide poll of over 1000 band musicians, “Invercargill March” was
rated as the twenty-first most popular march of all time.

Information from March Music Notes, by Norman E. Smith (Program Note Press); and the Heritage
Encyclopedia of Band Music, by William H. Rehrig, edited by Paul Bierley (Integrity Press).

This arrangement of /nvercargill and 17 other great march arrangements may be found on the new Walking
Frog Records CD entitled: Golden Age Of The March - Voilume 2, recorded by The Washington Winds. A
complete listing of Walking Frog CD’s can be found on the web at www.walkingfrog.com.

Instrumentation

Full Conductor Score .......ccoereiiicninveneene... 1 2nd Bb Trumpet ..o 3
C PicCOIO oo, 1 3rd Bb Trumpet ... 3
1st & 2nd C Flutes .....cocovoieneiricciee e, 8 1st & 2nd FHOMS ..o 2
ODbO0E e 2 3rd & 4th FHOMS .o 2
1st Bb Clarinet c....oooveveiieei e 3 1st Trombone ..o 2
2nd Bb Clarinet .......cccooevieieeiene e 3 2nd TrombONe .......vemiireiiieeiieeeieneeenn 2
3rd Bb Clarinet...........oovieveiiiie e, 3 3rd Trombone.........oooviviiiiiiiiiiereeerecennnee 2
Bb Bass Clarinet .........cccccoeeiiiiiniennicenns 2 Euphonium (Baritone BC) ..........cocoeirns 2
Bassoon .......cccocviiviie e 2 Euphonium (Baritone TC) .......c.cccooeeiienns 1
1st Eb Alto Saxophone .........cccccovvvvvnvenen. 3 TUDAS - 4
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone ..........ccccevnnnnnnn. 2 String Bass......oevvieiiiieie e, 1
Bb Tenor Saxophone ..............ccceevvnnnnnnnns 2 Bells .o 1
Eb Baritone Saxophone...........cccocccevenneenne. 1 TIMP@NI....eiiiiiiiie e 1

1st Bb Trumpet.......ccovveviiieiee e, 3 Snare Drum/Bass Drum/Cymbals ............. 5
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