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COLOURS

About This Composition

Colours is an impressionistic work with each of the six movements of the piece
representing a particular color. Composed in early 1997, Colours was commissioned
by the Kansas State University Bands and premiered on May 10, 1997, with the
composer conducting his work.

The music of each movement is not based so much on the outward'appearance of
its color, but rather the pigments that are combined to ‘produce the particular
color. Taken one step further, the color of each pigment is)translated into its
symbolic meaning, which is then represented through thefusic(i.e., green: warm,
organic, middling qualities, immortality, neutrality). The musical “pigments’ are
blended into the composition of each movementtocreate the impression,of the
color. Therefore, the work represents the fassociation of color symbolism as
interpreted through music as opposed to “orchestra colors,” or timbres. Obviously,
the whole matter of color symbolism is highly subjective. It should alsé be stated
that color symbolism can differ among cultures asiwell.

The particular colors that each movement represents were chosen by thécomposer
because of their contrast to one_another. Why the Englishyspelling/of Colours
instead of the American spelling?‘Most of the sourcedook used to'fesearch the
symbolism of colors used thigfparticular'spelling.

About the Compeser

Roger Cichy has a diverse background as both a coftposer/arranger and a music
educator. He holds a Bachelor of Music andsi@Master 6f Arts in Music Education
degrees from Ohio State University. Although both degrees are in the area of
music educations’he has studied composition and arranging as a second area of
concentration in‘both degree programs.

As a music educator, Roger was ajvery successful band director in Mars,
Pennsylvania, covering grade§ 5 through 12 in instrumental music. After earning
his Master’s degree, he sexrved as associate director of bands at the University of
RhodeIsland and Iowa State University, where he directed the marching band,
concert band, basketball pep\band and taught various music courses on the
undergraduate level. In.1995,she resigned his position at Iowa State University to
devote full timet6 composing and arranging.

As a freelange composer and arranger, Roger writes for high school and college
bands, professional orchestras, and the commercial music industry. He has over
250 comipositionsyand arrangements accredited to his name. His composition
teachers include Edward Montgomery, Marshall Barnes and Joseph Levey. Roger
hassreceiveddnumerous composition awards from the American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) for serious music. His works range
from small ensemble literature to compositions and arrangements for marching
band, concert band and symphony orchestra. He is widely sought as a composer
foricommissions, and frequently appears as a composer-in-residence.



Commissioned by the Kansas State University Bands
Dr. Frank C. Tracz, Director of Bands
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