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Notes

Bach's last composition, dictated at his deathbed, is an
organ prelude based on the chorale "Wenn wir in hochesten
Noten sein.” Taking a line from an inner stanza of that
hymn, Bach titled this work "Before Thy Throne I Now
Appear.”

Bach added a few ornamental notes to the first clause of
the hymn in order to bring the number of notes up to
fourteen, which represents B-A-C-H (B=2, A=1, etc.) in the
figure alphabet. He also managed to include forty-one notes
in the complete chorale melody, forty-one being fourteen
backwards and standing for J.-S.- B-A-C-H. Bach's number
fourteen is twice seven, seven being for himja particularly
significant number. There are seven colors in theysolar
spectrum and seven tones in the diatonic_musical scale.
Seven is the biblical number of new departures, and/ of
rebirth.

In Bach's fugal treatment, the initial, phrase of the hymn
appears after a prelude which covers seven bars; and each
clause of the chorale melody is separated from the previous
one by seven bars of counterpoint.

Daniel Bukvich's re-composition includes “the
above-mentioned organ prelude (BWYV 668), plus the
original chorale melody) and two of J. S. Bagh's
harmonizations; no. 68 and no. 247.

The music, moving almost imperceptibly yétiwithia deep
charge of emotion, émulates a’slowly pulsing heart.)), The

tempo is J= mmy72, which gives seventy-two/pulse beats

and eighteen full réspirations per minute. “Each measure
correspondsgto one inhalation and exhalation“at about the

rate produced'in deep sleep.
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