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THREE PHRASES from YUGOSLAV FOLK SONGS

About This Composition

This original three-movement work was commissioned by the Oregon Music
Educators Association, and was first performed by one of their honor bands under
the direction of the composer. It provides an excellent opportunity for students to
become more aware of other cultures; in this case, the former Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia
was a country in the southern part of Europe, bordering on the Adriatic Sea. It was
established in 1918 as a kingdom — the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes
- and became a federal republic in 1945. This federation has now been replaced by
a group of smaller independent states.

Each of the movements in Three Phrases from Yugoslav Folk Songs is based on
traditional melodic material from Yugoslavia, and the mood and style of each
movement reflects the words. This material is then presented incorporating the
historic melodic ideas in combination with extensive tse ofsdynamic percussion
sounds and contemporary compositional techniques.

I. “The Flowers are more beautiful in the/Spring
... I lead a black lamb,”
The plaintive traditional introductionisfollowed by vigorous pereussion,
which leads to a building of momentum, intensity, andexcitement that
ultimately leads to a strong conclusion of this movement:

II. “...and my little one beginsyto Weep.”
A quiet, beautifulp melanchdlic melody begins, this movement. The
introspective musig iSienhanced by use ofimitation’and by the beautiful
orchestration and voicing. This beginhing®eventually evolves into a
quiet, serene, haunting aleatoric seetion, in"which students have the
freedom to(create their own rhythmsfan@ musical concepts.

I11. “Eveniif yeu were a grey faléon, you could not escape.”
This sadventuresome movement begins with bold, extensive use of
percussion and hand,clapping, and the unison melody that introduces
the third phrase. This 1sfolléWed by a plaintive Yugoslavian melody that
is in parallel harmonies./There is a ostinato background that eventually
leads us to thefinalaleatoric section. A strong, loud percussion ensemble
solo leads s toithe resounding rhythmic finale.

About the Composer

Daniel Bukvieh has been a member of the faculty of the Lionel Hampton School of
Musicat the University of Idaho since 1978. He holds a Master of Music degree in
eomposition and arranging from the University of Idaho.

In 1954, Daniel Bukvich was born in Butte, Montana, where he began composing
while still in high school. His compositions and arrangements are performed
worldwide by symphonic bands, wind ensembles, orchestral winds, choirs, jazz
bands, symphony orchestras, and marching bands. He presently resides in Mos-
cow, Idaho, where he is Professor of Music at the Lionel Hampton School of
Music. He teaches percussion, freshman music theory and ear training, composi-
tion and jazz choirs. He continues to perform regularly as a jazz drummer through-
out the United States and Canada. In July 1999, he was the “Commissioned
Composer” for the National Intercollegiate Band, which was part of the national
convention of Kappa Kappa Psi/Tau Beta Sigma, national honorary band frater-
nity and sorority, in St. Louis Missouri.



Commissioned by the Oregon Music Educators Association

for the District 4 Middle School Honor Band

THREE PHRASES FROM YUGOSLAV FOLK SONGS

Daniel Bukvich

1. The Flowers are more beautiful in the spring...I lead a black lamb,
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2. ...and my little one begins to weep.
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3. Even if you were a grey falcon, you could not escape.
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