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A SOUSA PORTRAIT

About This Composition

This is the story of John Philip Sousa, presented with some of the music from his most famous marches.
Sousa was a colossal star, and his professional band was recognized as the greatest in the world. He
beame an American icon.

The year 2004 marked the 150th anniversary of the birth of this great American, and this new
presentation of his music and his story makes it possible for bands and audiences to celebrate the
musical legacy and heritage which he left for us all.

The marches you will hear include: Washington Post, El Capitan, Semper Fidelis, and The Stars and
Stripes Forever.

About the Composer

Robert E. Foster has been on the music faculty at the University of Kansas\since 1971 when’fe became
the University’s Director of Bands, a position he held for 31 yearsjAs Director of Bands, his bands
performed at national conventions for the American Bandmasters %Association, Music ‘Educators
National Conference, College Band Directors National Assogiation, the National Association of College
Wind and Percussion Instructors, and at numerous state and regional conferences; He is presently
Professor of Music, and Assistant Chairman of the Department of Music ands/Dance, and he is also the
Educational Consultant for Wingert-Jones Publications.

Born and raised in Texas where his father was, ajschool band_director, this degrees are from the
University of Texas and the University of Houston. His teaching career began in the public schools in
Texas, including teaching at the junior high'sehooland the seniog high school levels before going to the
University of Florida where he becathe Associate Director of Bands and Professor of Trumpet.

With well over 100 publications for bandahe has published arrangements and compositions for bands
of all kinds and at all levels, and%he'is constantly in,déemand as a guest conductor, clinician, and
adjudicator.

He is past-president and ¢hairmart of the board of directors of the American Bandmasters Association,
the National BandfAssaciation, and the Southwest Division of the College Band Directors National
Association, and hejisgpresently on the Exécutive Board of the John Philip Sousa Foundation.
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SOUSA PORTRAIT

For Concert Band and Optional Narrator
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*If performing without narration,

ignore measures where narration

occurs and segue immediately to

following measures without pause.
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