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Program Notes

In the late 1800’s a new form of American music was emerging and with its clever
syncopated style, it immediately caught the fancy of the American public. It was an early
form of jazz, called ragtime.

John Philip Sousa is credited with introducing jazz to Europe when he included it in the
programs of the famous Sousa Band’s first concert tour of Europe in 1900. The crowds in
Paris were enthusiastic about the new ragtime music the band performed there, and soon,
as a result of Sousa’s presentations on that tour, Europe had embraced this new form of
American music. It became the hot new popular music on the continent.

In 1910 and 1911, Sousa embarked on his most ambitious and extensive tour yet, atrip
around the world. When Sousa returned with his band from thiS\tour, he had beconie‘the
most popular band leader in the world, having amazed crowdsson,every continesit with
the high level of the band’s performances and with his astute,progtamming and
conducting.

From 1911 until the beginning of World War 1, the Sousa Band continued tortour and
crisscross America each year. They began a series of regular annuial engagements at
Willow Grove Park in Philadelphia, wheréithe engagement would lastthree weeks or
more. Sousa enjoyed his weeks in Philadelphia, where hisswife andchildren would join
him there for a pleasant time together.

In 1912 Sousa wrote his first, &nd‘one/of his few, compositions in the new style, ragtime.
It was dedicated to the members of the “HuntingdongValley Country Club,” of which he
was a member. Several yearsaater he used it asyone movement of a suite, which he called,
The American Girl (1913). d ater when Sousasgvould program this work, he would
sometimes list it by it substitle, Dance Hilarions'

This fun, entertdining, pleasant vefiturgyinto ragtime has entertained audiences at band
concerts for over 80 years, butthismew edition is the first publication of this historic
work since the original was published in Cincinnati in 1912, making it once again
available to bands everywhere.

Information from JOHN PHILIP SOUSA, American Phenomenon; and THE WORKS
OF JOHN PHILIP SOUSA, by Paul E. Bierle.

About the Editor

Robert BnFoster'ision the music faculty of the University of Kansas where he served as
difectdr, of bandsfrom 1971 to 2002. An active composer and arranger, he has successful
publieations for groups at all levels. He is past president of the American Bandmasters
Association and the National Band Association, and he serves as Vice President of the
John'Philip Sousa Foundation.
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