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8 Flute

2 Oboe

5 Clarinet 1

5 Clarinet 2

4 Alto Saxophone 1,2

2 Tenor Saxophone

1 Baritone Saxophone

10 Trumpets/Cornet 1,2

4 F Horns 1,2

9 Trombone, Baritone, Basson

4 Baritone T.C., Bass Clarinet

4 Tuba

1 Timpani (optional)

3 Mallets

3 Snare Drum

2 Cymbals, Bass Drum
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Program Notes 
 
The joy, excitement and anticipation of Christmas have been reflected in 
Christmas music for several centuries, and composers in many different countries 
and from different cultures have contributed to the rich tradition of the holiday 
season.  Three great traditional Christmas songs are presented in this unique 
setting of holiday favorites.   
 
Following the introduction, the first selection is an old French Christmas carol, The 
Holly and the Ivy.  This is followed by the classic Christmas carol by the great 
composer, Felix Mendelssohn:  Hark the Herald Angels Sing. This is followed by the 
old English carol, We Wish You a Merry Christmas.  Then there is just a little touch 
of Jingle Bells thrown in for good measure.  The result is the ideal finale for the 
Christmas concert. 
 
Everyone gets to play the melody at one time or another, and everyone in the 
building will recognize and enjoy these great songs.  We sincerely hope you enjoy 
this Christmas Concert Finale. 
 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
Robert E. Foster is on the music faculty of the University of Kansas where he 
served as director of bands from 1971 to 2002. An active composer and arranger, 
he has successful publications for groups at all levels. He is past president of the 
American Bandmasters Association and the National Band Association, and he 
serves as Vice President of the John Philip Sousa Foundation. 
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