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Program Notes

The joy, excitement and anticipation of Christmas have been reflected in
Christmas music for several centuries, and composers in many different countries
and from different cultures have contributed to the rich tradition of the holiday
season. Three great traditional Christmas songs are presented in this unique
setting of holiday favorites.

Following the introduction, the first selection is an old French Christmas carol, The

Holly and the Ivy. This is followed by the classic Christmas carol by the great

composer, Felix Mendelssohn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing. This is followed by the %
old English carol, We Wish You a Merry Christmas. Then there is just a little touc

of Jingle Bells thrown in for good measure. The result is the ideal finale for the b
Christmas concert.

N O
Everyone gets to play the melody at one time or another, and everyon%
w% njoy

building will recognize and enjoy these great songs. incerely ho
this Christmas Concert Finale. \ %
About the Composer O \

Robert E. Foster is on the music facultyaof the Universit ;nsas where he
served as director of bands from 1 002. | poser and arranger,

he has successful publications f s at all . He'is past president of the
American Bandmasters Aswci@and the Nati | Band Association, and he

serves as Vice President of \ Philip Sousa FAundation.
KQA (\Q’%
Q 50
X
. Q@



Achievement Series Lesson Guide

Every selection in the Wingert-Jones Achievement Series features concise
learning objectives that support the National Standards for Arts Education.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT FINALE
by Robert E. Foster

NATIONAL STANDARDS addressed through this publication:

#2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
#5 Reading and notating music.

#6 Listening to and analyzing and describing music.

#9 understanding the music in relation to history and culture.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES x
Every wind section gets to play the melody at some time in this happy musical C ting, and the pergissi asolo
section at rehearsal number 25, which puts the spotlight on them. Everyone should li melody, and for g ‘M balance be

certain that you can hear the melody. If any individual cannot hear the melody 0 too k)ud 1S is, aigbod opportunity

to work on balance and listening skills.
At measures 47, 48, & 49 there are three different time signatures . Measure 85 \x Keep a constant
quarter note as you play through these meter changes.

MUSIC THEORY
KEY: Concert Eb. Learn or review the following scale a

o, which i a p of each player’s part.

|
I
)
o

Concert Eb Major
Scale and Arpeggio

TIME SIGNATURE @ 2

& — The upper number indig at/'therelare four beats i@ . The lower number indicates that a quarter note receives one beat.

2 — Three beats in a measure, a.quarter note receivesone

2

% Two beats in a measure, a quarter note receives one b

DYNAMIC MARKINGS V4
mp (mezzo piano) — moderately soft
mf (mezzo forte) — moderately loud

J (forte) —loud
Jf (fortissimo) — very loud

STYLE INDICA

accent (>) — em@am or chord. Accented notes are separated notes.




Christmas Concert Finale Robert E. Foster

Time: 2' 47"
Grade: 2
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