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Program Notes

Knecht Ruprecht is the name of one of the most popular piano solos from the great collection of clever,
imaginative and descriptive teaching pieces composed by Robert Schumann in 1848, as a Christmas present for
his children. The entire collection, called Album for the Young, included 43 pieces. This song is based on a
children’s legend or “Kinder Legende” in German.

Knecht Ruprecht is a legendary character who, in German folklore, comes at Christmastime to punish children
who have been misbehaving. Some English editions of Schumann’s work incorrectly use the title, “Saint
Nicholas”, however, there is actually very little similarity between this friendly, jolly old elf and the morettough
Knecht Ruptrecht.

This new edition of the classic piano work makes it possible for new generations of band student§ to'experience
and enjoy this rhythmic, colorful music.

Performance and Preparation Suggestions

This energetic piece works very well at a tempo of quarter notess 96, or slightly faster, There/must be a strong
sense of pulse and it is important to lighten notes which ar€ not onistrong beats, so theréyis a sense of flowing,
forward movement. Staccato notes must be light. Define staccatoas “detached,fSeparated and light” for good

style.

At measure 53, begin slowing down as much as necessary to set a t¢émpg at'measure 57 which is manageable.
This section does not have to be very fast, butdtdeesneed to be cleansIf you do slow down significantly here,
you will want to accelerate at measure 81750 youl are back to the original tempo by the time you begin the
recapitulation at measure 85.

Schumann’s own instructions in hig"piano score for this piece are " Polternd, ungefuge”, which translates to
“Blustering, unbending”. The suggested tempo marking o the piano score is quarter note = 126.

About the Composer

Robert Schumann was botfl in Germany ifiyl 810. He was the youngest of five children. His father was a
publisher and bookseller, whoe encouraged hig,sons” musical studies. Schumann began piano lessons at the age
of six and his first compositions appeared a_year later. By the time he reached the age of eleven, he had
completed a number of choral and orchestral works.

Schumann’s father died beforeshe Sempleted high school and his mother convinced him to enter the University
of Leipzig to study law. This lasted one year, after which his mother allowed him to continue his music studies.
The young Schumann sgemed destined for a career as one of the world’s great piano virtuosos when an injury to
one of his fingers ended his cageer as a pianist. From this point on, he concentrated on his compositions and
became one of the world 's'most successful and eminent composers.

Schumann’s compesitions included, in addition to piano solos, songs, chamber music, symphonic works,
incidental'musicy overtures and works for choir. He was also a gifted essayist and music critic. He eventually
developed mental problems and spent the end of his life in an institution, where he died in 1856.

About the Editor

Robert E. Foster is on the music faculty of the University of Kansas where he served as Director of Bands from
1971 to 2002. An active composer and arranger, he has successful publications for groups at all levels. He is
past president of the American Bandmasters Association and the National Band Association and he serves as
Vice President of the John Philip Sousa Foundation.
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