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About the Composer

Robert E. Foster, Jr. is the Associate Director of Bands and Coordinator of Instrumental Music Education at
Tennessee Tech University in Cookeville, Tennessee. His responsibilities include directing the Golden Eagle
marching Band, Concert Band, Basketball bands, teaching music education courses and supervising student
teachers. Mre Foster has held similar positions at the University of Maryland, Texas Christian University an
Haskell Indian Nations University. In addition to his twelve years experience at the college level, he also t«%
in the Kansas public schools and USD #491 where he directed the Eudora High School Band, Middle

Band, Beginning Band and taught elementary music classes.

Mr. Foster has written original music compositions for a wide range of musical levels 1nclu 1n or
young bands to works written specifically for several of the leading military bands. Several ongmal

compositions are published by Wingert-Jones Publications and C sic Press. He iteen over
75 marching band arrangements. %

Ho d and was premiered at
as written with the

a . d would serve as the opener

Program Notes

Emblem of Freedom was written specifically for the 1% usa Juni
the Inaugural Concert in Lawrence, Kansas on January 2 003. This comp
intention that it would become a tradition and a stapl iece for this hono
for each Kansas Sousa Junior Honor Band concert, after ye

The composer writes: “My goal was to ereat citing piece forfyoung bands which sounds difficult, but in

actuality is very playable by most middl %‘ ands. The e plenty of percussion parts to keep your
students involved! The brassy fanfar ind ﬂourish%i percussion interlude create a powerful and

majestic opener which will set the e level of g band and will excite your audience.”
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Written for the Kansas Sousa Junior Honor Band

Emblem of Freedom

Grade 2 ¥
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