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Program Notes

African Dances by Robert Foster, Jr. is an exciting new work for young band that will
be a welcome contrast at any concert. This song explores a variety of rhythms with
nuMmerous percussion parts to let all the kids “groove.” With modest ranges (five to six
notes), safe doublings, and lower parts provided for the clarinet, sax, and trumpet, this
is a concert feature that young musicians and audiences will enjoy.

Use this selection to feature the percussion section. %
About the Composer * OQ
Robert E. Foster, Jr. was born in Gainesville, Florida in received hi &

Education degree from the University of Kansas while varsity foo r the

Jayhawk football team. He signed a free agent con

e N‘F. A a
Falcons in 1988. Following his football career, y Nnto corr%d S degree in
e

Music Education from the University of Illinois Iso com ditional
graduate work at the University of North Texa he Univ ansas.
Mr. Foster has been a band director an aught a Qrs'ty of Maryland,

Texas Christian University, Haskell Ingi tions U sity, and Tennessee Tech
University. Additionally, he hasﬁu@r many years ¥ the Eudora and DeSoto,
Kansas middle schools and hig Nﬁ s. Hels ighly stccessful composer and
arranger of band music at aIQS, cluding w or military bands and marching
bands. @ @
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Achievement Series Lesson Guide

Every selection in the Wingert-Jones Achievement Series features concise learning objectives that
support the National Standards for Arts Education.

AFRICAN DANCES
Robert E. Foster, Jr.

National Standards addressed through this publication:
#2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
#5 Reading and notating music.
#6 Listening to and analyzing and describing music.
#9 Understanding the music in relation to history and culture.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

This selection provides an excellent opportunity for everyone to have fun, while\working on dynamicieontsast, and
style. Make a clear distinction between the different dynamic markings Wwhichware explained below.

A musical rule: accented notes are separated notes.

For good style, notes which are not accented should be lighter than th@se which are accented. Eighth notes should be
lighter than quarter notes. Half notes are heavier than quarter fotes, @tc.

MUSIC THEORY
KEY': Concert Bb. Review the scale and arpeggio, which'is printed at the top ofeach player’s part.

Key of Bb

L]
e

Concert B> Major j m_r_lp——lﬁ—f il i —

T

L)
D

0
Scale and Arpeggio o L e H—+—

TIME SIGNATURE

4 - .
4 - The upper number indicates that there are 4 beats to a measure. The lower number indicates that a quarter note
receives one beat.

DYNAMIC MARKINGS

p (piano) - soft mjf’ (mezzo forte) — moderately loud
mp (Mmezzo piano) — moderately soft S (forte) —loud

crescendo ( ——=—=_ )& gradually get louder
STYLE'MNDICATORS

accent ( = ) — emphasis on a note or chord. Accented notes are separated

slur — an arched line drawn over a group of notes indicating that they are legato (connected)

(work sheet is on the inside of the score’s back cover)
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Publisher grants permission to reproduce this page for student learning.

Name Date

Instrument

African Dances

Hit the right note! (2 points each)
Fill in the #s and bs in the concert scale below. You only have to complete the scale written in the clef for your %

instrument.

1. Bb Major Scale Q
o) .

o | or

AN 4 I I

g 5 = \
Transpose Scales for YOUR instrument! (2 points ea \
Now it's time to write each concert scale as you play it on your |nstr ite the netes;incl #s and bs, in
the clef for your instrument. Don't forget to transpose if you ke sure yo rrect starting note!

2. Bb Major Scale
o)

P A
7\
Fan

ANSY4
)

: *
Musical terms you should kno @each)

Choose a term that best matches the definiti

3. ’,: indicates how many beats @asure’? @ 8. The following is a term for an arched line
a. 8 drawn over a group of notes indicating
b. 4 that they are legato (connected):
c. 1 a. time signature
b. key
4. An ltalian term meaning‘gradually get lou C. slur
a. crescendo
b. forte P 4
c. mezzo forte %
5. This symbol - = isca
a. adynamic
b. arest
C. an acc
6. Mezzo ) is an Italian term meaning ..
jum oud
m soft
adually get softer
7. A 4 in the bottom of a time signature indicates thata ____ gets one beat.
a. quarter note
b. half note

c. whole note
© 2018 Wingert-dJones Publications
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