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Processional
(Wedding March)

About This Edition

During World War I, when anti-German sentiment was high, representatives of
the American Relief Society asked Sousa to compose a wedding march to
replace the Music of Wagner and Mendelssohn for American Weddings. Sousa,
always the patriot, fulfilled the request with a processionalimarch dedicated to
the American People.

This march differs from the norm of Sousa’s quick-stepymarches bothein structure
and style. Stately and melodic, this concert march is very appropriate fofiuse at
weddings, processionals and academic océasiohs.

John Ry Bourgeois

The career of Col. Bourgeois, the 25th*director of the United States Marine Band, has spanned
nine presidential administrations -\ frtémfEisenhower to Clinton. He retired from the Marine
Corps after serving as the band{s direetor and musicadvisor to the White House for 17 years.

He joined the Marine Corpsim1956, and he joined “ THe President’'s Own” U.S. Marine Band in
1958, serving as a French"R@rnist and staff arranger 4He became director of the band in 1979,
serving in that capacity itil his retirementin 199.

Under his leadérship, the Marine Band presented its first overseas performances. In 1990, Col.
Bourgeois 1éd, thefband on a histori¢”18:day concert tour of the former Soviet Union. Col.
Bourgeois directed 16 national déncert tours - a tradition started by John Philip Sousa in 1891.

Since his retirement, he has continued to be extremely active as a guest conductor and
clinician, and is also an Artist-in-Restdence at his alma mater, Loyola University.
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