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The Stars and Stripes Forever

About This Composition

In 1896, John Philip Sousa and the famous Sousa Band finished a very successful engagement at
Manhattan Beach and Mr. Sousa and his wife sailed to Europe for a much needed vacation. He had
already established himself as the most prominent and most succesful band leader in America and his
name was known around the world as a result of the success and popularity of his earlier march,
Washington Post, which was written in 1889.

While in Italy, he learned of the death of his long-time manager, David Blakely. Blakely's sudden death
meant Sousa was now totally responsible for his next tour. On the following Saturday, Sousa sailed for
America on the ship "Teutonic." In his autobiography, "Marching Along," he related the following

story:

Here came one of the most vivid incidents of my career. As the vessel steamed out of the harbor I
was pacing the deck, absorbed in thoughts of my manager's death and the many duties and
decisions which awaited me in New York. Suddenly, I began to sense the rhythmic beat of a band
playing within my brain. It kept on ceaselessly, playing, playing, playing. Throughout the whole
tense voyage, that imaginary band continued to unfold the same themes, echoing and re-echoing
the most distinct melody. I did not transfer a note of that music to paper while I was on the steamer,
but when we reached shore, I set down the measures that my brain-band had been playing for me
and not a note of it has ever been changed. The composition is known the world over as The Stars
and Stripes Forever and is probably my most popular march.

The Stars and Stripes Forever was designated the national march ofgheUnited States of Amepiea orabill
passed in both houses of Congress on December 11, 1987.

This new edition by Col. John R. Bourgeois, the former dizectoref thelU.S. Marine'Bang, is the first ever
edition which presents this great march as it is performed by “The)President's Own“lJ.S"Marine Band.

About the Composer

The career of Col. Bourgeois, the 25th director%ef\the United*States, Marine Band, spanned nine
presidential administrations — from Eisenhower to Clinton. #e retired from the Marine Corps after
serving as the band’s director and music¢ advisor to the White House for 17 years.

He joined the Marine Corps in 1956 and‘jeined “The President’s‘Own” U.S. Marine Band in 1958,
serving as a French hornist and staff @rranger. He became difector of the band in 1979, serving in that
capacity until his retirement ins1996!

Under his leadership, the Marine Band presented(its/first overseas performances. In 1990, Col.
Bourgeois led the band on,a historic 18-day edncert tour of the former Soviet Union. Col. Bourgeois
directed 16 nationial concerttours — a traditien started by John Philip Sousa in 1891.

Since his retirement, ke has continuedyto be extremely active as a guest conductor and clinician and is
also an Artist-in-Residence at his alma mater, Loyola University.



John Philip Sousa

The Stars and Stripes Forever
March

Duration: 3' 25"
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