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1 Piccolo

3 Flute 1
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1 Oboe 1
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3 Bb Cornet 2
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3 Bb Clarinet 2

3 Bb Clarinet 3
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2 Alto Saxophone 1
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   Bass Drum, Crash Cymbals

2 Bells and Triangle
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Program Notes 
 
John Philip Sousa and his Sousa Band played at Philadelphia’s Academy of 
Music on April 21, 1889. The program included a new march, Hands Across the 
Sea to which the audience responded wildly and the march had to be repeated 
three times.  When Sousa was questioned regarding the inspiration for the 
march, he suggested that it was inspired by an incident in the Spanish 
American War when Captain Chichester of the British Navy came to the 
support of Admiral Dewey at Manila Bay. 
 
As director of the Marine Band, I have played Hands Across the Sea on 
numerous occasions and I have used the march as an unofficial passport for 
occasions such as the Hundredth anniversary of the dedication of the Statue 
of Liberty and the International Parade of the Tall Ships (1986), the first 
overseas appearances of the band in Ireland (1986) and Norway (1989), and its 
historic tour of the former Soviet Union (1990). 
 
I feel it appropriate that Sousa’s Hands Across the Sea has been designated 
the official march of the Inaugural Cuba/US Wind Band Symposium to be held 
in Havana, Cuba in May of 2017 and I have edited a new edition of the march 
for the event.  
 
John R. Bourgeois, Colonel (ret.) USMC 
Director Emeritus, US Marine Band 
Musical Director,  Cuba/Us Wind Band Symposium 
 
About the Arranger 

The career of Col. Bourgeois, the 25th director of the United States Marine 
Band, spanned nine presidential administrations, from Eisenhower to Clinton. 
He retired from the Marine Corps after serving as the band's director and 
music advisor to the White House for 17 years. 
 
He joined the Marine Corps in 1956 and joined "The President's Own" U.S. 
Marine Band in 1958, serving as a French horn player and staff arranger. He 
became director of the band in 1979, and served in that capacity until his 
retirement in 1996.  
 
Under his leadership, the Marine Band presented its first overseas 
performances. In 1990, Col. Bourgeois led the band on a historic 18-day concert 
tour of the former Soviet Union. Col. Bourgeois directed 19 national concert 
tours - a tradition started by John Philip Sousa in 1891. 
 
Since his retirement, he has continued to be extremely active as a guest 
conductor and clinician and is also an Artist-in-Residence at his alma mater, 
Loyola University. 
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