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1 Full Score

4 Flute 1

4 Flute 2 

2 Oboe

2 Bassoon

4 Clarinet 1

4 Clarinet 2

2 Bass Clarinet

4 Alto Saxophone

2 Tenor Saxophone

1  Baritone Saxophone

4  Trumpet 1

4  Trumpet 2

2 F Horn 1

2 F Horn 2

3 Trombone 1

3 Trombone 2

3 Baritone B.C.

2 Baritone T.C.

5 Tuba

1 Timpani

3 Percussion 1:  Field Drum or Deep Snare 
   Drum, Bass Drum

2 Percussion 2:  2 Concert Toms, 
   Suspended Cymbal

3 Percussion 3:  Tambourine, Triangle, Wood Block, 
   Suspended Cymbal, Gong

1 Mallets 1:  Vibraphone

2 Mallets 2:  Chimes, Bells
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Program Notes 
 
Christmas on the Thames is a fantasy of English Christmas carols circling 
around the beloved melody of I Saw Three Ships.  It reflects a buzz of activity 
both in the streets of London and on board the schooner bound for port.  
Decorations are placed in the shop windows; the smell of warm chestnuts and 
puddings fill the streets; carolers sing; the mulled punch known as wassail is 
drunk.  The piece culminates with the ship pulling up to the dock amidst 
celebratory cheers and ringing bells.  Merry Christmas, gov’! 
 
About the Arranger 
 
Porter Eidam has degrees in Percussion Performance and Secondary Music 
Education from Michigan State University. 
 
He has been a private percussion instructor since 1987, and currently serves as 
the instructor of Percussion at Community Music School in Trappe, PA. 
 
Being from a musical family, he has been a freelance musician since he was in 
the 7th grade playing in various local performing groups in Michigan and 
Pennsylvania. 
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Christmas on the Thames

Time ca. 3:40

Grade 3

A Fantasy on English Carols

Any reproduction, adaptation or arrangement of this work in whole or in part without the consent of the copyright owner constitutes an infringement of copyright.
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