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Program Notes

The origin of Patapan dates back to 1720’s France. The lyrics were originally Burgundian and
reflected a shepherd’s account of the nativity. The simple instruments available to tenders of the
flock such as flutes and drums are referenced and imitated throughout the carol. This thematic
material lends itself perfectly to percussion instruments and even when sung, the rhythm and the
accents drive the melody from beginning to end.

through a variety of moods without the piece ever losing energy. The scoring features as few as

This arrangement attempts to capture the spirit of classic fantasy pieces, taking the listener
5 or as many as 9 percussionists, and only standard instruments are required. OQ

L 2
It is dedicated to all lovers of the holiday season. \

About the Arranger Q\

’ Oa
A . condary@\mion from

Porter Eidam has degrees in Percussion Performan
Michigan State University.

He has been a private percussion instructor s 987, and serves as the instructor of
Percussion at Community Music Scho@ pe, PA.

A g
Being from a musical family, he x reelance musician $ince he was in the 7" grade
playing in various local performin ps in Michig% Pennsylvania.
. Q b
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(Percussion Feature) Traditional Carol
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