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Program Notes 
 
Belmont County Saga opens with a stately introduction that is filled with religious 
overtones bearing strong resemblance to the sacred melodic content found in the 
wonderful hymn book, The Southern Harmony. This similarity of emotional content is 
intentional and is suddenly changed by the bass voices and snare drum during a brief 
two-measure bridge that leads to the primary thematic material. The theme is triadic in 
nature, and the offbeat quality of each of its appearances allows for both natural 
energy and accentuation to permeate its nature. The third phrase, a quasi-religious 
chordal passage, is in marked contrast to the opening and closing phrases of the 
theme. 
 
A brief transition leads to a slower, reverential section that is decidedly sentimental 
and mournful. Played in chorale style by the clarinet section, its soft, soothing quality 
recalls memories of the past in a most elegant fashion. The texture of this music varies 
from an almost chamber-like setting to contrasting use of brass choir as the theme 
weaves its way forward. The chorale section ends as it began, with a tentative motive 
that gently cadences. 
 
The final passage begins with a modulatory section that utilizes the motive of the 
previous section. Increasing in intensity with every passing bar, the gradual buildup of 
musical forces explodes into a variant of the original thematic material, now presented 
in a lighthearted comic style. The quasi-religious phrase reappears, preparing the 
listener for the final return of the primary theme, now filled with joy and excitement. 
The piece closes with an extended coda that seems to completely fade away just prior 
to the dramatic reappearance of a final fragment of the melody that concludes 
Belmont County Saga. 
 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
Barry E. Kopetz is Professor of Music and Head of the Music Department at Mississippi 
State University. Previously, he was Professor of Conducting and Director of Bands at 
the Capital University Conservatory of Music in Columbus, Ohio.  He conducted the 
Symphonic Winds, Wind Symphony and Chamber Winds and taught both graduate 
and undergraduate conducting.  Kopetz has taught at the University of Utah, the 
University of Minnesota, Bowling Green State University (Ohio) and in the public 
schools of South Carolina and Ohio. 
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Belmont County Saga

Dedicated to Kay Allison for her lifelong devotion and commitment to the band program at Barnesville Exempted Village School District
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