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Program Notes

Before Their Time was composed to commemorate the tragic passing of Hannah

Lewis and Donnie Perry, members of the Morgan High School Band of

McConnelsville, Ohio. Involved in a catastrophic automobile accident, the two

perished suddenly, leaving behind friends and family to mourn and wonder “why?”

The lives of youth are precious and when ended abruptly, the sense of loss is

magnified, causing us to reflect more deeply on the importance of the present.

Hannah and Donnie will live on in the minds and hearts of their many friends and

loved ones, gone before their time, but never to be forgotten. %

Performance Notes Q

The introduction to Before Their Time should be simultaneously espressivo 3&
t

doloroso in an effort to capture the bittersweet emotion of the loss of lov

measure 12, the character of the music changes dramatically, and should Il of
the energy and vigor of youth. The passage at 29 sho ct a warmergveicism,
and the return of the primary theme at 49 should n r the soariff§ c ter-
melody played in the upper woodwinds. The ss @'ion (bedi r@t 606)
displays a somber introduction followed by : egtive theme p % a sense of
something in the distance, as a memory tha erished, but rgotten. It should
be played molto espressivo. The return of the @ridinal thewasure 15

sical moment at 154,
eending. Be certain to
Jsical space for the dramatic,
ion of the piece.

The natural energy of the music should to the g
to be followed by two musical clim at punct@
drop the dynamic level at 165 o r@s to create

intense crescendo that culmin \ oignant concl
About the Composer A é

(abridged in length) should build toward the dramatic retth -Flat Major at 129.
IouS
n

Barry E. Kopetz is Profés Music a of the Music Department at
Mississippi State ersity. Previouslyyhe s Professor of Conducting and Director
of Bands at the al iversity atory of Music in Columbus, Ohio. He
conducted the Symphonic Win Symphony and Chamber Winds and taught
both graduate and uhdergraduat ducting. Kopetz has taught at the University
of Utah, the University of Minn , Bowling Green State University (Ohio) and in

the public schools of Sou& olina and Ohio.



Time ca. 6:55 In memory of Hannah Lewis and Donnie Perry, members of the Morgan High School Band in McConnelsville, Ohio,
Grade 3 whose lives were tragically lost on October 2, 2015.
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