
Concert Band Series • Grade 3

3017882

Before Their Time
Barry E. Kopetz

Extra Part - P3017881

1 Full Score

1 Piccolo

3 Flute 1

3 Flute 2

2 Oboe

2 Bassoon

3 Clarinet 1

3 Clarinet 2

3 Clarinet 3

2 Bass Clarinet

2 Alto Saxophone 1

2 Alto Saxophone 2

2 Tenor Saxophone

1 Baritone Saxophone

3 Trumpet 1

3 Trumpet 2

3 Trumpet 3

2 F Horn 1

2 F Horn 2

2 Trombone 1

2 Trombone 2

2 Trombone 3

2 Baritone B.C.

1 Baritone T.C.

5 Tuba

1 Timpani

3 Percussion 1 – Snare Drum, Bass Drum

4 Percussion 2 – Suspended Cymbal, 
   Triangle, Tambourine, Crash Cymbals

1 Percussion 3 – Tom-toms

2 Percussion 4 – Vibraphone, Bells

1 String Bass

Prev
iew

 O
nly

 

W
ing

ert
-Jo

ne
s P

ub
lic

ati
on

s



 
Program Notes 
 
Before Their Time was composed to commemorate the tragic passing of Hannah 
Lewis and Donnie Perry, members of the Morgan High School Band of 
McConnelsville, Ohio. Involved in a catastrophic automobile accident, the two 
perished suddenly, leaving behind friends and family to mourn and wonder “why?” 
The lives of youth are precious and when ended abruptly, the sense of loss is 
magnified, causing us to reflect more deeply on the importance of the present. 
Hannah and Donnie will live on in the minds and hearts of their many friends and 
loved ones, gone before their time, but never to be forgotten. 
 
Performance Notes 
 
The introduction to Before Their Time should be simultaneously espressivo and 
doloroso in an effort to capture the bittersweet emotion of the loss of loved ones. At 
measure 12, the character of the music changes dramatically, and should reflect all of 
the energy and vigor of youth. The passage at 29 should reflect a warmer lyricism, 
and the return of the primary theme at 49 should not cover the soaring counter-
melody played in the upper woodwinds. The second section (beginning at 66) 
displays a somber introduction followed by a reflective theme projecting a sense of 
something in the distance, as a memory that is cherished, but not forgotten. It should 
be played molto espressivo. The return of the original theme at measure 115 
(abridged in length) should build toward the dramatic return to B-Flat Major at 129. 
The natural energy of the music should build to the glorious musical moment at 154, 
to be followed by two musical climaxes that punctuate the ending. Be certain to 
drop the dynamic level at 165 to mf so as to create musical space for the dramatic, 
intense crescendo that culminates the poignant conclusion of the piece. 
 
About the Composer 
 
Barry E. Kopetz is Professor of Music and Head of the Music Department at 
Mississippi State University. Previously, he was Professor of Conducting and Director 
of Bands at the Capital University Conservatory of Music in Columbus, Ohio.  He 
conducted the Symphonic Winds, Wind Symphony and Chamber Winds and taught 
both graduate and undergraduate conducting.  Kopetz has taught at the University 
of Utah, the University of Minnesota, Bowling Green State University (Ohio) and in 
the public schools of South Carolina and Ohio. 
 

Prev
iew

 O
nly

 

W
ing

ert
-Jo

ne
s P

ub
lic

ati
on

s



{

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Time ca. 6:55

Grade 3

In memory of Hannah Lewis and Donnie Perry, members of the Morgan High School Band in McConnelsville, Ohio,

whose lives were tragically lost on October 2, 2015.
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