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PROGRAM NOTES

Letters from the Battlefield was commissioned by the Land of Grant Honor Band to
commemorate the end of the American Civil War. Ulysses S. Grant - referred to as “Sam” by his
close friends - was a native of Southwest, Ohio. He led the Union Army, as supreme commander,
through this bloodiest of conflicts and went on to become President of the United States.

In preparation for creating this composition, the composer read many of the collected letters of
U.S. Grant which span some thirty volumes and reveal much information about the thoughts and
feelings he was experiencing about the Civil War. Some of the letters are tender-hearted, written
to his wife in moments of sentimental passion; others are very clear in stating he will do whatever
it takes to bring the war to a close. As stated unequivocally by President Lincoln, “he fights!”
Written more than 150 years ago, the letters still provide insight and inspiration to those
interested in the history of the period. A number of the phrases in his correspondence served.as
the impetus and inspiration to compose Letters from the Battlefield.

The opening of the piece illustrates the somber mood of the General in the words, “if fam
fortunate enough to get home.” It represents an emotion held by thousands of memomeach side
of the conflict, and lent itself to dark and ponderous music. Mostiof the soldiers wereweady and
willing to pay the supreme sacrifice, and there is a pseudo-majestic quality to g music at bar 14
as reflected in the words from Grant, “I shall continue to do miy duty.” His persopallemotional
state intensifies at bar 22 with the words, “Let us succeed in%erUshifng the nebellion.”

President Abraham Lincoln personally charged Geheral Grant with the'mission of winning the
war and preserving the Union. To do so, Grant committed his mefit® Dattle readily and felt the
responsibility of these decisions heavily in the words, “our losses favue been heavy.” With the
President’s backing, he pursued the enemy relentlessly, even “if it takes all summer.” With
superior resources, transportation, and manpowep at his disposal,. the General did just that. Grant
was not an unfeeling man; he simply sawgme, Oter way toyorifig the war to a stop other than to
pursue the Confederate forces. The section of the music that illustrates the agony of this is
captured in the passage; “there are wounded men .. gaow lying exposed and suffering.”

Grant did correspond with Confederdte General RBBerdsE. Lee, stating the futility of the Southern
cause, desperately hoping to.ceavince Lee that additional fighting would simply lead to more
unnecessary bloodshed. Hisawritter request i§ composed in the diplomatic courtesy of the
period, and shows twaofmen caught in a greatitragedy, “I ask a suspension of hostilities.” Lee
responds politely in th&ypégative, and.Grant 1§ again forced to pursue. As the conflict draws to a
close, it becomes clear todGeneral Lee%hag,sdrrendering is his only possible option. And so, the
terms are accepted on that fateful day alAppomattox Court House in April 9, 1865, with Lee
indicating, “they are accepted,”’yand Gramt being as generous in the terms of the surrender as his
position would allow. The period'style march that concludes Letters from the Battlefield clearly
reflects the celebratory mood%f th€'northern states through the words, “Thanks be to mighty
God ... for men to prove tifeip|ove of country.”

ABOUT THE COMP@SER

Barry E. Kopetz isqProfesser of Music and Head of the Music Department at Mississippi State
University. Praviously, he was Professor of Conducting and Director of Bands at the Capital
University @onservatory of Music in Columbus, Ohio. He conducted the Symphonic Winds, Wind
Symphony andkChamber Winds and taught both graduate and undergraduate conducting.
Kopetz hasy,taught at the University of Utah, the University of Minnesota, Bowling Green State
University (ORio) and in the public schools of South Carolina and Ohio.



Time ca. 5:55
Grade 3

Commissioned by the Land of Grant Honor Band, Dave Smith and Kevin Lockwood, Presidents, to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the end of the
American Civil War and Union General U.S. Grant, a native son of southwest Ohio.
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if I should be so fortunate as to get home ...
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Let us succeed in crushing the rebellion ...
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... our losses have been heavy ...
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Letters from the Battlefield

Thanks be to almighty God ...
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Letters from the Battlefield

114| ... in the reestablishment of the union ...

AL [ AeaLL || TTT®(A TS TTT$A >P{ || T®(A N AL TTT®(A AV M o AN
o 9] 9] o o7 9] 9] 9] o |9 o ~
M| ey | ;WH [} e e W A\ N "N PG e 1 A TN A el 1 1 ;WV a
L
M iyl
Ll N
L
s
AN
w
_w. .
||| QL (| || TR MY N R[] LI N\ D I LYENEEE L AT AR TR u
YRR AT AN ' || Ty - iy L L] - Syl N el ] Y “FNL V|
s ( <
1o 1] [l INLL ™ . L] 2/l i e L] ) A~ A N A
N %l AN H\ N ! | | 48/ ﬁ
A AL >.$L mli TTMA TN TTRA Aesl] .F; A LY g TTeA ANy N A AL
o]
|| a
Vo owl] NIl el T e e i TR L T A -
L
A /| a ’Jq. "/ . || N
; N
Al #Pw ALl MmNt a e el 1 » | | NI ] TN TN A\ ml 1811
||| ||| L g
\n (Y 18 n 1 i N >
00
'\) SL Il T & A %1’ ) — Y, . | L i3 H\. S A 18] m..H
| Y e L) Ao L
N
=\“. W;ﬁ&l@PE» & & §Mr >A “ mﬁ N /| P g =\- & o
A N TTMA A \\H AL A AN
rel- - ny || Y 1 o
! I ! N o LK ‘ * I ) _ \ \ ( | =
e wll HEl | A S TN A i ,| | (A | | |A TN s |l AL -
il ||| m k. ) | N [\l N
_ﬁ) zrw ﬂ\i TTT9 Aklﬁ BiL) %_L e -1_ T o
T Ne| [, L) Ty
=)
NJ AF\L N e Nd.& e \\N il e wl L) Ll N
N (YN (et <N (YN, Y& AN
e RIALA) e T 1aa8 SIS
AN Aeel AL Aol X (YAES L L
H [ve)
SN o e “Ien LY " e e e i o=
dj j N —]’ j il
T w | r' e TR e “ | N e || L) L 1 N
ALl Aeal N TTHA T TITA  AeaLL] )| | e ||| A -r L fmJ AN
R a L R3S N~ R K3 = RES H R RE R3S W A& R o
ity { ity s i lav AEN L e s WAL ity ity ity ity i e <
N g N n NI NG 0 & 9 & M N o 5 Bl NP e N NP o =
\ y - L “ L L “ AN L
g R Z ~ o 3] R 4 2 5 & £ S P P Z 5 &
= = © A o) o % = o e = = g 5 5 = 2 g & ot
< o~ ~ = = = an

18



;F\M ﬁ;t.\uy & \Ww;ﬂ >\mHypﬁ >.~wv ) ”Hvﬂ ;mu:, ) hly"ﬁ AW. R “Jyﬂ AetN R A Vﬁ> mvﬂ 18N R4 er S ) W ..hﬁ aﬁwarﬂjM- R R 1 hmmu Y i “NTIMR “TANTMR
ik i) ik Y L) ™
o A i L a1 | [ i L ul i - o I o i N < e < M 8- o
.@ ..@— < M\J Hmuv -\— -\— Hmn ..@ < .-\w Hmuv -\— -\— < e -p— < \Hmuv -@— < ﬁﬂh R R -H_> & >—Jv & ‘\J ‘\J. . -@—
A L1 1t 4w P L 1 o g 1 o

mp
:

~
Af——_ AL.H— e ! N A. N u N \-v ™ e \
=l
wll e Wl e .‘Eﬂw JFW E,w M__ ® L__W L__W EW (LN s ® L L__W L__ e |
< (3] ™
. 1l
o1 b b > v o1 e v v ™ e > ~e Zr [N~ 5
T
| 1L
g b B B o s g B B s rela o L S wy W B
AN || el T Alal e [N [N A TTTNA AN A TN TN A4 A Al e AN AT A T “NTT$A WA TN A
il Inn adl uin | | i L) L
M i
i
i
B | 1L
~ e ~ ~e ~ ~ ~ ~e ~ ~ e ~ e e ~ e ~ ir [N ~e e ~
e
=l
w I ﬁ
N ~

1 LY AR 8! e TI®:As | MRS A

r ]
=
S
a2
=
ut
7
S
-
=
f
=
ut
7
>
-
7
S a2

ARG A

BDAsg

Letters from the Battlefield
T
T
Il
I

—=
0 1
~—

£
£
=
fp ————f
’<f32
F
= -
sfp ———
3
P
i
S
S
P = |/
=) e
Tamb
=
&5

NYIIIES >¢+\\ S k) Sl JW;\ wwr\,w ‘\\.Mn A JTUW\, ..TUW T Al EFUW T >pW TN & RS AN A H
| VN (Y -5 v - i RS T MY vy (| PR N i I (%2 Lyrurﬂ.ﬂﬂpoly
T T o < T k- T T T T
o ol nl L e e L nl [N
.@ ..u— Td . Ml-. M1-. ﬁla. Ml-. F‘ _f..
o ol m BN N Al \ Ty e
F; . #L— Mu} il - -1~ . -\\N -\\N -\\N i i il il i Nul i MJ. .
[y N N 'l N [y )|
Glls 6l s Qs Qa0 L Qs 1. 11— 11 i RS RS
U fﬁ b P et sl
e AN § Sy AN ! WA AN AT A g A

[—
1
o
|
P
[—
—
o
—
—
—
o
>
>
£\\
i ]
r E—
>
[—

———

129

128
19

mf sfp ———— f
127

126

125

124

123 &

ARl \fm/w} ol T AN M oA SN /M NA Al W oW FY Il ol el WA N ANl d XY,
[ s
v v v v o7 —_r\-
nkHd nKHA' nkHd LW# KHA AL 4
¥ ¥ ¥ 9] o 9]

NS RAL R (e Aol RN [ rreaskll | Aalll]| R e R Y R ] [N & 1TTe B = N p UL LT AL B AN
i \uLu \UIU \Ulu ﬁ ﬁ ﬂ -~ \Vlﬂ \U|.|, \Uln \VlV \Ulu e \UIU \UIU luLu \V|v \Vlﬂ ~
. BL.N BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN .VHV . ovhv | .V\nV BL.N . BL.N 2 BN BL.N ALy By | .VHV LI
N Nep A Ao NG Ao s N weke & N e Wl A Wl AW W B S s NG W &

\ v - f N L f . L f N (VAR f

) — . ~————— . — N — _ — = X A — — N—— — B
B I BT sS4 4z 0 T8 PR 2 £ s PR g g #
o = O @} ) M & = = = T 2 = = m m_.a g g g & &





