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2 Percussion 3 – Tambourine, 
   Crash Cymbals

2 Percussion 4 – Triangle, Bass Drum
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Program Notes 
 
This work musically conjures up faint images of ominous, shadowy figures and dark, 
mysterious rituals from ancient times in faraway lands. The mystical sounds of the 
wind instruments are brewed together with ample portions of colorful and varied 
percussion sounds to form a magical, musical potion that will cast a unique and 
appealing musical spell. 
 
About the Composer 
 
David Gorham has been director of bands at Owasso, Oklahoma High School since 
1989. The Owasso bands enjoy a wonderful reputation as being one of the finest 
school band programs in the nation, consistently receiving superior ratings in 
competitions for many years while performing some of the finest band literature 
available. In addition to performances throughout the state and region, the band has 
appeared in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade on three different occasions. 
With over 50 band compositions published by Wingert-Jones Publications, Gorham 
has clearly established himself as one of the premier composers of music for school 
bands, not only in the United States, but throughout the world.  
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Achievement Series Lesson Guide 
Every selection in the Wingert-Jones Achievement Series features concise learning objectives that 
support the National Standards for Arts Education. 
 
 
ANCIENT SPELLS AND RITUALS   
David Gorham   
 
National Standards addressed through this publication: 
 #2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
 #5 Reading and notating music. 
 #6 Listening to and analyzing and describing music. 
 #9 Understanding the music in relation to history and culture. 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
This selection provides an excellent opportunity to work on dynamic contrast and style.  Make a clear distinction 
between p, mp, mf, and f. Make a clear distinction between the different dynamic markings. 
 
Observe the staccato markings. Staccato is a style marking, and it is a light, separated style.  This should be an obvious 
contrast with the notes that are not marked staccato. 
 
MUSIC THEORY 
KEY:  Concert d harmonic minor. Learn or review the scale which is printed at the top of each player’s part. 
 
 

 
 
 
TIME SIGNATURE 

 - The upper number indicates that there are 3 beats to a measure.  The lower number indicates that a quarter note 
receives one beat. 
 
DYNAMIC MARKINGS 
p (piano) – soft 
mp (mezzo piano) – moderately soft 
mf (mezzo forte) – moderately loud 
f (forte) – loud 
fp (forte-piano) – start the note forte, and immediately become piano (soft) 
crescendo (  ) – gradually get louder 
diminuendo, or decrescendo ( ) – gradually get softer 
 
STYLE INDICATORS 
accent ( ) – emphasis on a note or chord.  Accented notes are separated 
staccato ( . ) – detached, separated and light 
 
OTHER TERMS 
slur – an arching line drawn over a group of notes indicating that they should be played legato or connected    
tie – a slur connecting two successive notes of equal pitch 
 
(work sheet is on the inside of the score’s back cover) 
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&

1.  d harmonic minor Scale

Hit the right note!  (2 points each)

Fill in the #s and bs in the concert scale below.  You only have to complete the scale written in the clef for your

instrument.

or

?

&

Transpose Scales for YOUR instrument! (2 points each)

Now it's time to write each concert scale as you play it on your instrument.  Write the notes, including #s and bs, in

the clef for your instrument.  Don't forget to transpose if you need to!  Make sure you have the correct starting note!

2.  d harmonic minor Scale

Musical terms you should know! (1 point each)

Choose a term that best matches the definition.

3.       indicates how many beats per measure? 

           a.  3

           b.  4

           c.  3/4

4.  An Italian term meaning gradually get softer: 

           a.  crescendo 

           b.  diminuendo

           c.  piano

5.  This symbol >       is called what?

           a.  a slur

           b.  a tie

           c.  an accent

6.  Mezzo piano ( mp ) is an Italian term meaning ...

           a.  medium loud

           b.  medium soft

           c.  gradually get softer

7.  A  4  in the bottom of a time signature indicates that a(n)  ___ gets one beat.

          a.  quarter note

          b.  eighth note

          c.  half note

 

 

or

8.  The following is an Italian word meaning

      detatched, separated, and light: 

            a.  forte

            b.  staccato

            c.  decrescendo

?

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Publisher grants permission to reproduce this page for student learning. 
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