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Program Notes

Joy Ride was commissioned by David Cornelius and the Penn-Trafford High School
Symphonic Band (Harrison City, Pennsylvania). It was written as a tribute to the late
Elmer “Butch” Palmer, the father of David's wife, Kelly.

Joy Ride begins with a lyrical, reflective introduction, with the initial theme stated in the

flute section. It is repeated with the trumpet section joining the flutes on the theme. A
sudden tempo change occurs as a crescendo in the percussion section leads to an

ebullient fanfare by the full band. The opening section segues into the body of the %
piece which, though written in 3/4 meter, is built around a series of alternating eight

note subdivisions (3 plus 3 and 2 plus 2 plus 2). The band soars through a numbere

lyrical and driving passages which build to an emphatic conclusion to this portio

the piece. \\

A middle interlude is slower and develops the themat% om the pr@

sections. The melody is performed by a solo flute @[ fldte Qlay ra usic
p ke Qa

educator). This section is contemplative and Jféag trave tx series of
episodes, builds to a climax, and ends softly. @ t section re and pushes
the composition to a joyous conclusion. 6

Conductor's Note $ 0

It is preferable to use the piano®b tis not possile, it is cued elsewhere in the
score on the exposed sections. \ 6

About the Composer @ @

Dr. Gary D. Ziek, | %ctor of Ban@ﬂofessor of Trumpet at Emporia State
University. Dr. as the reci ie@ Roe R. Cross Distinguished Professor

Award for 2008-2

He received a Doctor of iC s Degree in Wind Conducting from Michigan State
University. He received ter of Arts in Trumpet Performance and a Bachelor of
Science in Music Educatiom from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Ziek
served in the United @s Army and was a member of the Continental Army Band at
Fort Monroe, \/ir

He has performe
Germanms@a
N\

hconducted in over twenty five states, as well as in France,
taly, Austria, Canada and China.

ns and arrangements have been played throughout the United States.
| performances of his works include recent concerts in China, Belgium, The
Neth nds, Japan, Singapore and Taiwan (The National Symphony of Taiwan).

Dr. Ziek is a Bach Trumpet Artist, and performs on a Model 37 Stradivarius.



Time ca. 6:35 commissioned by the Penn-Trafford Symphonic Band - David Cornelius, director
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(all trills to concert Bb)
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139, With a sense of motion
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