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Program Notes

Variations on “A Mighty Fortress” is a set of three variations based on the popular hymn. The
first variation is a slow, legato variation in which the melody is first stated by the solo trumpet.
With this variation, | tried to vary the harmonic progressions accompanying the melody so they
were not as “standard” as one would be expecting for this hymn, as well as varying the time
signatures to give it a different feel. The next variation is a livelier variation, with an ostinato
accompaniment pattern to help drive the section along. Melodic fragments from the opening
solo instruments are heard again in this variation, but in different instrument voices. This
variation also has a couple of 3/4 measures thrown in just to keep things interesting. In the
transition to the final variation, different instruments have a fragment of the melody as the %
tempo slows down. The final variation is in 3/4 time and begins with an alto saxophone s I
alternates back and forth between woodwind and brass choirs through the different phrases
the hymn, until the full band comes in for one last partial statement. The work encis

majestic fanfare, which should drive the piece to its jubilant conclusion.

Variations on "A Mighty Fortress” received the 1988-89 Cla mith Memop
Composition Contest Award. It was also my first work for . is versio en edited
and revised from the original, but the integrity of the ori rk ert@inl re s. | hope you
enjoy the piece.

About the Composer Q
is a graduate of

Darren Jenkins is a native of Topeka, Kansas. urn University and the

University of Kansas, where he studied co on with S es. An award-winning
composer, his works have been perform ecorde arious groups across the country,
ssfully for virtually every area of instrumental

/arrange@nki s also enjoys a successful career as

as well as internationally. He has written
music. In addition to his work as a ¢
a music educator.
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Bass Drum
Any reproduction, adaptation or arrangement of this work in whole or in part without the consent of the copyright owner constitutes an infringement of copyright.

Snare Drum
Crash Cymbal
Suspended Cymbal
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