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Program Notes

Romp! was inspired by and is dedicated to one of my cats, who we recently adopted in June of 2012.
He’s a precocious, yet very cute 11-12 year old Tabby who decided early after we brought him home
that my computer table (where | compose) was “his” spot to be also...so when coming up with the ideas
for this piece, it seemed to fit him very well.

Performance Notes

The piece represents how he tends to just wake instantly and “spring” into action...running and darting
here and there. The solo breaks and legato section in the middle represents how he can just stop, or
“shift gears” so quickly...then be right back to his romping around. Don’t play so heavy that the tempo
drags or sounds ponderous...keep things light.

Whenever a different line or melodic statement enters, make sure the praper ensemble balanCe,is
maintained so we hear that part. Try to avoid the legato section imghewiddle from slowing down if
possible (consistent time in the percussion will help a lot) and exaggerate the contrast.ef dynamics
throughout the piece. The optional “cat meowing sound” at the enchis meant todoe done lay one person
only (hopefully your group has someone who does a good catymeeow) or if yothhave, thesmeans to
electronically reproduce one, that’s fine too...or if youwant, you can leave it:outithough I think it adds
a nice touch to the end to tie everything together.

| hope you enjoy this work...1 know Ringo enjoyed,helping me!

About the Composer

Darren Jenkins is a native of Topekamkansas. He is agraduate’of Washburn University and the
University of Kansas, where he stéidied compositioniwith dames Barnes. An award-winning composer,
his works have been performed‘and‘recorded bysrasiotus-groups across the country, as well as
internationally. He has written,successfully for virtualty every area of instrumental music. In addition to
his work as a composer/arranger, Jenkins also emnjoys a successful career as a music educator.

International Trombone Festival in New Ogleans, and on many occasions at the Midwest International
Band and Orchestra Clinic in Ghicagos Additionally, Gilroy’s compositions have been performed by
many regional and state honorands throughout the United States. Dr. Gilroy has been an ASCAP
Composers Award recipient évery year since 2001.

Dr. Gilroy is a Past President of the California Band Directors Association and has served fourteen years
on that board. He ig'alsoya Past President of the Fresno Madera Counties Music Educators Association
and past board memberof the National Band Association
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Romp!

(Ringo's Raucus Romp)

Dedicated to Ringo, my cat, for all of his wonderful inspiration and help.

Fast and furious!! J = 152 - 160
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**Qptional cat meowing sound**
(either 1 person vocally or electronically)
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