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Program Notes 
 
Dragon Fire is a musical work intended to depict the legend of the dragon.  
Characteristically portrayed as a huge fire breathing, scaly and horned lizard-like 
creature, with leathery, bat-like wings, four legs and a long muscular tail, they are 
also known for possessing magical powers or qualities.  The typical dragon is said to 
have protected a cavern or castle filled with gold or treasure and was often 
associated with a great hero who tried valiantly to slay it.   
Be sure to play this piece plenty of energy throughout.  Pay close attention to the 
syncopated rhythms and especially the times when they are different.  The 
articulations (accents, staccatos, etc.) are important to help with the style of the 
piece.  Make sure that the countermelody can be heard in the horns, trombones, and 
tenor saxophones when it is present (mm. 15-22 and 51-56.)  Work toward making 
sure that mm. 25-38 are balanced and do not drag in tempo.  I hope that you have 
fun playing and enjoy this piece! 
  
About the Composer 
 
Darren Jenkins is a native of Topeka, Kansas. He is a graduate of Washburn 
University and the University of Kansas, where he studied composition with James 
Barnes. An award-winning composer, his works have been performed and recorded 
by various groups across the country, as well as internationally. He has written 
successfully for virtually every area of instrumental music. In addition to his work as a 
composer/arranger, Jenkins also enjoys a successful career as a music educator.  
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