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Traditional

 The musical form theme and variations became popular as a cornet showpiece in the early 1900s. Simple 
themes or popular folk songs from a variety of cultures were used. The lyrical theme would be played then a
series of variations followed demonstrating the technical skill and virtuosity of the player. Often triple 
tonguing and/or range extremes were used as showoff  devices. The most famous of these cornet theme and 
variations is the Carnival of Venice. This particular piece,The Blue Bells of Scotland, has become another 
favourite with instrumentalists to arrange in the theme and variations format.

 Many other instruments such as the trombone, euphonium and woodwinds have borrowed these popular 
showpieces and adapted them to be idiomatic to their instrument.

 This arrangement contains neither multiple tonguing nor range extremes. The technical requirements of this
piece do not exceed most players. A student in the first few years of playing could start working on the 
simple theme, then gradually add variations as their technical abilities increased.

This solo with piano edition can be used as a “training edition” because Eighth Note Publications has 
released this exact piece as a solo with concert band. The band edition comes with five optional solo parts: 
Trumpet (cornet), Clarinet, Flute, Alto Saxophone and Euphonium (Trombone). The soloist can rehearse 
using the band reduction with a piano player then, when they are ready, perform with the band!PREVIEW ONLY
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