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Glen Gillis

Elegy (2009) for Bb (soprano or tenor) or Eb (alto or baritone) saxophone and piano is taken from the slow 
middle section of Elegy Cadenza (2009) by Glen Gillis. Both works were written in memory of his father, 
Johann (Joe) Albert Gillis, who passed away September 5, 2008. Elegy, based in the Phrygian mode, is a 
simple but mournful melody portraying the emotions of loss and the cherishing of memories. The sustained 
pitches by the piano at the beginning and ending emulate church bells. The phrasing, glisses, alternating 
meters, and tessitura provide interest and challenges for the soloist; however, divisi parts measures 7-8 and 
19-20 are optional to make the flowing line a little more manageable.

Elegy Cadenza, performed by the composer, can be heard on SaxSpectrum MSR Classics (MS 1328).

Dr. Gillis may be contacted at glengillis.com or glen.gillis@usask.ca
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