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Program Notes 
 
The Steel Mill was premiered at the 2018 Connecticut Music Educators Association 
Conference by the inaugural Elementary Honors Band. This programmatic work 
depicts the opening of the first fully operational steel mill in the United States in 
Simsbury, Connecticut in 1728. Conceived as a concert piece to be performed within 
the first year of beginning instruction, The Steel Mill gives young players the 
experience of performing a mature-sounding composition with reasonable technical 
demands. Only the first notes learned in most beginning method books are used in this 
educational composition. 
 
I sincerely hope you and your students have a musically rewarding experience in the 
preparation and performance of The Steel Mill! 
 
About the Composer 

Rob Grice’s music is performed around the world and appears on many state, national 
and international required music lists. His most recent commissions include the 
Association of Music in International Schools, Iowa Bandmasters, Concordia 
International School, American International school of Muscat, 20th Anniversary North 
Dakota Jr. High All-State (Phi Beta Mu Alpha Gamma Chapter) and Cityside & 
Creekside Middles Schools Zeeland, Michigan.  

He has served as a conductor and clinician throughout the United States, as well as 
China, Canada, Singapore, and Oman. He is an active music educator, with experience 
teaching at the elementary, secondary and collegiate levels. He most recently taught 
at Dulwich College International, a British International School in Suzhou, China. His 
ability to write pedagogically effective music for educational music ensembles can be 
attributed to his vast experience as an educator. He receives many commissions for 
new concert works and creates new publications for concert band and string orchestra 
each year. 
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