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Program Notes

These mighty beasts of legend and lore were believed to wield almost limitless might
and power. Clad in a coat of virtually impenetrable scales, armed with claws like steel
and breath of fire, these were truly fearsome and awe-inspiring creatures. The vision of
an epic battle between these great monsters is depicted, replete with percussive
sounds of impact as they collide with one another while winds and brass create
melodic lines of unrelenting flame and fury.

About the Composer Q@

Gary P. Gilroy is a professor of music and director ofeba t
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Achievement Series Lesson Guide
Every selection in the Wingert-Jones Achievement Series features concise learning objectives that
support the National Standards for Arts Education.

DRAGON WARS
Gary P. Gilroy

National Standards addressed through this publication:
#2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
#5 Reading and notating music.
#6 Listening to and analyzing and describing music.
#9 Understanding the music in relation to history and culture.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

This selection provides an excellent opportunity to work on changing meters while keeping a constant quartennoteand
striving for good dynamics, dynamic contrast and style. Make a clear distinction between the different dynamic
markings. Piano must be softer than mezzo piano, and mezzo piano must be less loud than mezzo forte, efc.
Distinguish between notes which are accented. Accented notes are strong separated notes. Staccatemotes are light,
separated notes.

MUSIC THEORY
KEY: Concert g minor. Review the scale and arpeggio, which issprinted at'the top of each player’s part.

Key of G Minor

Concert G Minor /I N— i

Scale and Arpeggio S e

T
QLD

TTTe
TTTe
e

L JN
L

TIME SIGNATURE

4 - A
4 - The upper number indicates that there“are,4ibeats to a measure. The lower number indicates that a quarter note
receives one beat.

3
4 - The upper number indicatesthat,theresare 3 beats ipfa measure, and a quarter note gets one beat.

DYNAMIC MARKINGS

pp (pianissimo) — very soft

P (piano) — soft

mp (Mezzo piano) — moderately soft
mf (mezzo forte) — moderately loud
S (forte) —loud

Jf (fortissimo) — very loud

Crescendo (————) —gradually get louder
Diminuendo ( ———"9— gfadually get softer

STYLE INDICATORS

Accent ( = ) —empbasis on a note or chord. Accented notes are separated
Staccato (%= detached, separated and light

Tenuto (- ) — hold a note for its full value

OTHER TERMS

Slur — an arched line drawn over a group of notes indicating that they are legato (connected)

Tie —an arched line drawn over two notes of the same pitch indicating that they last the duration of the combined note
values

Fermata ( /~ ) — indicates that a note should be held longer than its normal duration
(Student worksheet is on the inside of the score’s back cover.)
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Name Date

Instrument

Dragon Wars

Hit the right note! (2 points each)
Fill in the #s and bs in the concert scale below. You only have to complete the scale written in the clef for your %

instrument.
1. g minor Scale Q
H _ ‘

or

Transpose Scales for YOUR instrument! (2 points ea
Now it's time to write each concert scale as you play it on your |nstr |te he netes{iincl #s and bs, in

the clef for your instrument. Don't forget to transpose if you ke sure ym\\ rect starting note!

2. g minor Scale

0H
P A
7\
Fan

ANSY4
)

: *
Musical terms you should kno @each)

Choose a term that best matches the definiti %
3. 2 indicates how many beats @asure’? @8. Pianissimo ( pp ) is an Italian term meaning ...
a. 3 a. soft

b. 4 b. medium soft
c. 3/4 c. very soft

4. The following is an ltalian term meanin EQget louder:

a. crescendo

b. diminuendo

c. forte &
5. This symbol - M\ is call

a. an accent
b. a staccato

c. a ferma
6. The sy stlon number 5 indicates that the note below it should be ...

etached

7. A 4 in the bottom of a time signature indicates thata ____ gets one beat.
a. whole note
b. half note
C. quarter note
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