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Program Notes

Composed for the 2018 Harford All-County Middle School Band (Maryland), with the
composer guest-conducting. This programmatic composition depicts a dark and intense
journey to conqguer an enemy force. Bold brass lines, woodwind ostinatos and runs, and
unrelenting percussive parts drive this intense piece forward throughout. The mysterious
introduction is given an ominous tone by the dampened pulse of the bass drum resembling
the timbre of a resolute heartbeat. The opposing forces meet and the enemy is defeated in a
triumphant finish that ends on an assertive and uncompromising flourish.

About the Composer %

Mark Lortz is interim director of music and director of bands at Stevenson University Q
(Maryland). In addition, he has served as adjunct music education professor at MgDa @\
Carroll Community Colleges. He is a Vic Firth Marching Percussjon Specialist a Qlastic
Educator and brass arranger for the Reading Buccaneers Dru nd Bugle Corpsareviously
he was the Fine Arts Department chair and band and orcx irector at We inster High

School (Maryland), winning several Bands of America r marching d mpionship

titles. The music department was also honored b e Natiomal Ass c? QR far Music

Education, the Maryland Music Educators Assoc @ was a Gra ignature School
.!

semifinalist. School/ Band & Orchestra magazine re zed Lor f the "50 Directors

Percussion Festival, and the College irectors Natl@fial Association conference. The
Caw of the Wild was commissione Baltimorg Ravefs NFL football team and is
performed at every Ravens ho .Lortz's co%itions have received awards from the
American Society of Compo nhors and | s (ASCAP) and laudatory reviews in
Gramophone and The Inst. @//st @

S

He arranges for hi arching &% roughout the United States and has assisted
in the United States y Field Ba .Q azz Ambassadors Norwegian Military Tattoo
performance and the United States al Academy Drum and Bugle Corps at the

Interservice Academy Comp t'tic? ddition to composing, Mr. Lortz adjudicates, lectures
%s&

Who Make a Difference.”
Mr. Lortz's music has premiered at The E&Cnc @ aN f America National

and guest-conducts honor orchestras, and community ensembles throughout the
mid-Atlantic region.

has degrees in perc performance, music education and music composition from The
Peabody qus Music. He has performed and recorded with premier orchestras,
including t K ore Symphony Orchestra under the direction of David Zinman and Marin
Alsop.

Mr. Lortz is current% a doctorate of music education from Temple University and
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