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Program Notes 

21st Century Overture is a contemporary composition premiered at the 2019 
Menominee River Conference Honors Band Festival in commemoration of their 15th 
anniversary. Written in three movements, the inspiration for this concert work is drawn 
from the many positive and optimistic developments that have taken place in the 21st 
century.  More than ever, cultures are learning from each other, and we see that we 
have more in common than realized. New ideas, views, and practices from all over the 
world invigorate and inspire us. In the 21st century, we are learning that our differences 
make us stronger. 

I sincerely hope that 21st Century Overture proves to be a musically rewarding 
experience for you and your students! 

About the Composer 

Rob Grice’s music is performed around the world and appears on many state, national 
and international required music lists. His most recent commissions include the 
Association of Music in International Schools, Iowa Bandmasters, Concordia 
International School, American International school of Muscat, 20th Anniversary North 
Dakota Jr. High All-State (Phi Beta Mu Alpha Gamma Chapter) and Cityside & 
Creekside Middles Schools Zeeland, Michigan.  

He has served as a conductor and clinician throughout the United States, as well as 
China, Canada, Singapore, and Oman. He is an active music educator, with experience 
teaching at the elementary, secondary and collegiate levels. He most recently taught 
at Dulwich College International, a British International School in Suzhou, China. His 
ability to write pedagogically effective music for educational music ensembles can be 
attributed to his vast experience as an educator. He receives many commissions for 
new concert works and creates new publications for concert band and string orchestra 
each year. 
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Time ca. 4:50

Grade 3

Commissioned by the Menominee River Conference - (WSMA), in celebration of their 15th Annual 

        Honors Band Festival, with the composer conducting the premier performance, 1/19/2019

21st Century Overture

Any reproduction, adaptation or arrangement of this work in whole or in part wittshout the consent of the copyright owner constitutes an infringement of copyright.
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