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Program Notes 
 
This delightfully musical selection brings a bit of the Irish to seasonal concerts during 
the holidays. The beautifully melodic Wexford Carol introduces the piece, gradually 
creating a peacefully serene and warm embracing atmosphere. A sharp contrast then 
follows with a wonderful, rollicking rendition of I Saw Three Ships. Complete with the 
characteristic sound of the drone of bagpipes as well as energetic and exuberant 
Celtic drumming, it brings about vivid visions of the Emerald Isle at Christmastime. 
 
About the Composer 

David Gorham has been director of bands at Owasso, Oklahoma High School since 
1989. The Owasso bands enjoy a wonderful reputation as being one of the finest 
school band programs in the nation, consistently receiving superior ratings in 
competitions for many years while performing some of the finest band literature 
available. In addition to performances throughout the state and region, the band has 
appeared in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade on three different occasions. 
With over 50 band compositions published by Wingert-Jones Publications, Gorham 
has clearly established himself as one of the premier composers of music for school 
bands, not only in the United States, but throughout the world.  
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