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Program notes 
 
A lone watchman sits at his post, looking out upon the vast, open sea. Thoughts of home 
and loved ones often drift into his mind to replace his stark reality – the wind, the rain, the 
rustling of branches. He is a positive fellow, happy, most of the time... simply drained of joy in 
his lonely tower, separated from his home and family. 
 
A glimpse of potential danger appears at first as only a thought; raiders that travel the sea 
could strike at any time. The watchman fights to stay vigilant in the here and now, watching 
and waiting to warn the village guard. 
 
Alas, the fear is real... the scene shifts to the invaders' ship, methodically plodding through 
the night sea to attack the outpost before the alarm can sound. The tempo increases as the 
ship draws near its target. A shot is fired; the watchman sounds the alarm! 
 
The battle is on as the invaders rush to make landfall while the village guard hastily 
counterattacks before the raiders can take control of the coast. The battle ebbs and flows; 
finally the tide turns and the village guard gains the upper hand. 
 
Beaten for now, the invaders hastily return to the sea. As they sail back into the night, the 
watchman returns to his post and his thoughts return again to the reason why he watches. 
  
About the composer 
 
Ky Hascall is Department Head for the Park Hill Music Department and Director of Bands at 
Park Hill High School (Kansas City, Missouri). He conducts the Symphonic Band and the Jazz 
Band, and he co-directs the Campus Band and the Trojan Marching Band. He has also 
assisted with the seventh and eighth grade bands at Congress Middle School. Prior to Park 
Hill, Ky taught for seven years in the Lincoln, Nebraska Public Schools at Lincoln East High 
School and Lux Middle School. Other teaching experiences include two years as assistant 
director of bands at Savannah High School (Missouri). A consummate professional, Mr. 
Hascall is a member of the Missouri Music Educators Association, Missouri Bandmasters 
Association, and Phi Beta Mu. 
 
He attended Northwest Missouri State University where he received a B.S. Ed. in instrumental 
music. He studied composition with Dr. Quincy Hilliard and received a master's degree in 
music theory and composition from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Mr. Hascall’s 
compositions have been performed by middle school, high school, and college bands 
throughout the country.  
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